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Note by the secretariat

| nt roducti on

1. At its third session, the Intergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee
requested the secretariat to exam ne further the experience of clearing-house
nmechani sns under ot her conventions, particularly with reference to technical
needs, funding and expertise, and to advise the |Inplenmentation Aspects G oup
of possible nodalities for such a clearing-house. It also suggested that

| essons might be learned fromongoing efforts to design a capacity-building
network in other chemicals-related foruns (see paragraph 84 the Conmittee's
report on the work of its third session, contained in docunment

UNEP/ POPS/ | NC. 3/ 4) .

2. In response to this request the secretariat has prepared its present
note on cl earing-house nechani sns for technical and financial assistance.
The note focuses on those cl earing-house nechani sns associ ated with existing
mul til ateral environnental agreenents, but not exclusively —rel evant
exanpl es associ ated wi th non-bindi ng arrangenents are al so exani ned. The
not e does not consider clearing-house nechani sns whose sole function is the
exchange of information unrelated to technical and financial assistance.

* UNEP/ POPS/ | NC. 4/ 1.
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Such cl eari ng-houses were exam ned previously in the secretariat's note on
cl eari ng- house nechani sm for POPS (UNEP/ POPS/ I NC.3/INF/5). In addition,
capaci ty-buil ding networks in chenicals-related foruns are revi ewed.

3. A nunber of other docunments were devel oped for previous sessions of the
Conmittee that exam ne various aspects of technical and financial assistance:
These include the outline of a UNEP project portfolio on persistent toxic
substances in the franework of the GEF International Waters Portfolio,
prepared for the Conmittee's first session (UNEP/POPS/INC 1/1NF/ 14); for the
second session, the secretariat's notes on possible capacity-building
activities and their associated costs under the international |egally binding
i nstrument on POPs (UNEP/ POPS/ I NC. 2/3); on existing technical and financial
assi stance mechani snms in support of multilateral environnental agreenents
(UNEP/ POPS/ I NC. 2/ 4); on existing global, regional and bilateral programmes,
provi di ng technical and financial assistance with regard to the managenent
and elimnation of chenmicals (UNEP/ POPS/ | NC. 2/5); possible capacity-building
activities and their associated costs under the international |egally binding
i nstrument on POPs (UNEP/ POPS/ I NC. 2/ I NF/ 3); on existing mechani sms for

provi di ng technical and financial assistance to devel oping countries and
countries with econonies in transition for environmental projects

(UNEP/ POPS/ I NC. 2/ I NF/ 4); on the second survey of devel opnent assistance
activities for capacity-building conducted by the Organisation for Econonic
Cooper ati on and Devel opnment (CECD) (UNEP/ POPS/INC. 2/1NF/5); on the "lnventory
of activities - Summary report" prepared by the Inter-O ganization Programe
for the Sound Managenent of Chemicals (1 OMC) (UNEP/ POPS/ I NC. 2/1NF/ 6); on
avail abl e informati on on existing programes of international financial
institutions with regard to managenment and elimnation of chenicals

(UNEP/ POPS/ I NC. 2/ INF/ 7); for the third session, its note on infornation

recei ved from Governnents on their priorities with regard to technical

assi stance that would be required in undertaking inventories of POPs, and
devel opi ng national action plans to address POPs (UNEP/ POPS/ I NC. 3/ I NF/4); on
experience and | essons | earned under the Montreal Protocol

(UNEP/ POPS/ | NC. 3/ I NF/ 6) and on possi bl e capacity-building activities and
their associ ated costs under the POPs instrument (UNEP/ POPS/ | NC. 3/1 N~/ 8).

I. dearing-house nechanisns for technical and financial assistance

4. For the purposes of the present note, the term “cl earing-house
nmechani sni is defined as a nmanaged process, information network or ot her
nmechani smthat facilitates the exchange of information anong sources and
users of a give scope of information. The note focuses on those clearing-
house mechani snms that are involved in matching needs of technical assistance,
donor funding or expertise with potential sources of such assistance. The
following entities are consi dered:

(a) QzonAction Information C earing-house under the Montreal Protocol
on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer;

(b) Cimte Convention Information Exchange Progranme (CC:.|NFO
programe) under the United Nations Franmework Convention on Cinmate Change;
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(c) d obal Mechani sm under the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification in those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, particularly in Africa,;

(d) O eari ng- house Mechani sm under the Convention on Biol ogi ca
Diversity;

(e) Techni cal Cooperation Trust Fund to Support the Establishnment of
Regi onal Centres under the Basel Convention

(f) Proj ect Preparation Committee under the environnental action plan
for Central and Eastern Europe (CEE Environnental action plan); and

(9) Asi an and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technol ogy under the
Uni ted Nations Econom ¢ and Soci al Conm ssion for Asia and the Pacific
( ESCAP) .

A.  Conparative overview

5. This section provides a conparative overvi ew of the clearing-house
nmechani sns |isted above, according to the following attributes: objective
and purpose; |egal establishnent; operational establishnment; design and
operation; cost and fundi ng aspects; and review, expansion and evol ution

1. bjective and purpose

6. Al'l the clearing-house nmechani snms exani ned have clearly identified
objectives to facilitate, coordinate, inprove and augnent the flow of

rel evant information, technical and financial assistance, and/or technol ogy
transfer. The specific type of information varies according the focus of the
host international instrument or organization

2. Legal establishnment

7. Sone of the clearing-house nechani sns were established on the authority
granted by an explicit reference in the relevant nultilateral environnenta
agreenment (e.g., the G obal Mechani smunder the Convention to Conbat
Desertification and the C earing-house Mechani sm under the Convention on

Bi ol ogi cal Diversity). Qhers were created through an amendnent to the
original nmultilateral agreement or by decision of the Parties to the
agreenment (e.g., the CC I NFO programe under the Cinmate Convention). Qhers
trace their legal establishnent to the authority del egated by a subsidiary
body that creates a clearing-house nmechanismto help the host nultilatera
environnental agreenment fulfil its mandate (e.g., providing neutral, unbiased
i nformation on policies, dissenmnate information on avail able technol ogi es,
their environmental risks and the broad terns under which they are
acquired.).
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3. perational establishnent

8. Al t hough the specific processes vary considerably, in general ternms the
operational establishnment of the clearing-house nmechani sns exani ned contai ns
the foll owi ng el enents:

(a) An intergovernnmental negotiating commttee, the conference of the
parties, or the agreement itself —either through an explicit provision in
the original text or through a subsequent anendment —instructs the
secretariat or sone entity to study or establish a clearing-house nechani sm
Such instructions sonetimes contain statenents regardi ng the proposed purpose
and operational focus of the clearing-house nmechanism the organization which
shoul d host the nmechanism and the manner in which the establishnment of the
cl eari ng- house nechani sm shoul d be undertaken. |In other cases, the details
of the organi zati onal establishnment are left to the clearing-house nmechani sm
itsel f;

(b) The secretariat or designated entity exani nes possible options,
nodel s and cost estinmates for the design, content, initiation and operation
of the clearing-house nechanism This can involve commi ssioning studies or
hol di ng consultations with various stakehol ders, potential end-users,
officials famliar with existing clearing-house mechani sns and experts in
i nformation technol ogy and nmanagenent;

(c) The secretariat or designated entity reports back to the
deci si on-maki ng body involved or to the parties regarding the possible
options and costs associated with the clearing house to be established,;

(d) Following its review of the options and costs associ ated, the
deci si on- naki ng body invol ved provides the secretariat or designated entity
with nore explicit ternms of reference regarding further study of the
est abl i shnent of the cl earing-house nechani sm and

(e) If so instructed, the secretariat or designhated entity takes
necessary steps to construct the clearing-house nmechani sm

4. Design and operation

9. The cl eari ng- house mechani snms exani ned vary significantly in their
speci fic design and operation, reflecting the manner in which they were
established, the issue areas which they cover, the availability of human and
financial resources and other factors. These clearing-house nechani sns can
however, be grouped in two general categories: first, informational and,
second, catalytic, facilitating and networKking.

10. I nformati onal clearing-houses focus al nost excl usively on obtaining and
distributing information, to ensure the nore effective inplenmentation of a
nmultil ateral environnental agreement or programe objective. An exanple of
this type of clearing-house nmechanismis the OzonAction Infornation

C earing-house under the Montreal Protocol. They are designed and operated
to gather, organi ze, process, analyse, and disseninate |arge anounts of often
detail ed informati on on many aspects of their relevant issue areas.
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11. Catalytic, facilitating and networki ng cl eari ng-houses are desi gned and
operated to facilitate and coordi nate financial and technical assistance,
capaci ty-buil ding and technol ogy transfer. Exanples of this type of

cl eari ng- house nechani sm are the d obal Mechani sm under the Convention to
Conbat Desertification, the O earing-house Mechani smunder the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity, the Techni cal Cooperation Trust Fund under the Base
Convention, the Project Preparation Conmittee under the Central and Eastern
Europe (CEE) environnental action plan, and the Asian and Pacific Centre for
Transfer of Technol ogy under ESCAP. These cl earing-house nmechani snms gat her
distribute and use information with the goal of creating new, or inproving
exi sting, avenues of technical and financial assistance, capacity-building
and technol ogy transfer.

12. More detailed information on the nechanics of how cl eari ng-house
nmechani sns col |l ect, store, manage, process, distribute and facilitate the
free exchange of information can be found in the secretariat's note on the
cl eari ng- house nechani sm for POPs (UNEP/ POPS/ | NC. 3/ | NF/ 5) .

5. Cost and fundi ng

13. The costs associated with creating and operating a cl earing-house
nmechani sm are often borne by the parties to the relevant nultilatera

envi ronnent agreenent or other international instrunent, although nodalities
for howthis is done vary. |n many cases, sone or all of the costs

associ ated with the clearing-house nechanismare included in the overal
budget for the secretariat for the agreenent and paid according to the
standard procedure used to cover the secretariat’s operating expenses. This
is the case for the d earing-house Mechani sm under the Convention on

Bi ol ogi cal Diversity, and the CC:.|NFO progranme under the Framework
Convention on dinmate Change. Under the Convention on Biological Diversity
the d obal Environnment Facility (GEF) has provided funding to pronote

nati onal inplenentation of the clearing-house nechani sm

14. In sone cases, there is considerable reliance on voluntary
contributions to support significant aspects of clearing-house operations.
This is the case with the Techni cal Cooperation Trust Fund under the Base
Convention and the Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technol ogy.
Addi tional funding rmay al so come fromother United Nations or

i ntergovernnmental organizations, or through bilateral support from
Governnents or from non-governnental organizations.

15. The specific costs associated with creating and operating clearing-
house mechani sns i ncl ude the planni ng, design, inplenentation and mnai nt enance
of the network of personnel and conputer and ot her systens necessary. This
often entails costs for technical, profession and clerical staff, conputer
equi pment, state-of-the-art conmuni cations, including internet services, fax
and nmail services, and office space and supplies.

16. The cost of using clearing-house nmechanisns is nost often covered by

t he end-users thensel ves. Under sone nultilateral environnental agreenents,
however, such costs are subsidized for certain parties (e.g., devel oping
countries or countries with econonies in transition). User costs include
those required to submit, access, receive, analyse and nmake use of rel evant
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i nformation provide through the clearing-house nechanism These can include
expenses for technical, professional and clerical staff, conputer equiprent
and internet access.

6. Review, expansion and evolution

17. Most of the nultilateral environmental agreenents with clearing-house
nmechani sns contai n expectations —explicit or inplicit —that the design
performance, and effectiveness of their clearing-house nechanisns is to be
reviewed with a view to ensuring that the nmechani smneets the set objectives
and to exam ning opportunities for inprovenent. Such reviews are often
conducted by a subsidiary body or outside consultant who reports back to the
conference of the parties or other designated entity. Reviews generally |ead
to recommendations to naintain, nodify or expand el ements of the focus,
design or operation of the clearing-house nmechani sm

18. C eari ng- house nechani sns al so need to evolve to keep up with new
conput er and conmuni cati ons technol ogi es, whi ch can enhance the anount and
types of infornmation they manages and i nprove the efficiency and speed at
which information is collected, nmanaged and di ssem nat ed.

B. Possi bl e npdel s

19. Each of the clearing-house nmechani snms exam ned contains certain
elements in their design and operation that could serve as possible nodels to
facilitate the provision of technical and financial assistance in support of
countries' efforts to neet their obligations under a gl obal convention on
POPs. Their design and operation suggest sone broad categories of potential
nodel s and these are di scussed bel ow. The desired purpose and objectives of
t he cl eari ng-house nechani sm including the level of service and the
resources avail able, may determ ne whether one of the follow ng nodels or
sone ot her nodel would be nost suitable.

1. Passive informational clearing-house nmechani sns

20. Passi ve i nformational clearing-house nmechanisns to facilitate technica
and financial assistance would focus exclusively on posting information
related to assistance that they receive frompotential donors and recipients.
These may include such features as interactive internet bulletin boards that
contai n descriptions of projects needi ng assi stance, potential sources of
funding for certain types of projects, descriptions of best practices or
certain technol ogi es and other related informati on. C earing-house
nmechani snms of this type could post project proposals from potential
recipients as well as information on the types of activities that donors
woul d I'ike to have posted and for which it would wel come proposals. They
woul d not actively seek information or dissenminate it, although the

i nformati on woul d be nade wi dely avail able through the internet. The

cl eari ng- house nechani smwoul d not engage in efforts to increase or

coordi nate technical or financial assistance activities.
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2. Active informational clearing-house nechanisns

21. Active informational clearing-house nmechanisns to facilitate technica
and financial assistance would assist in the provision of technical and
financial assistance in nuch the sane way as the passive informational node
di scussed above. They woul d, however, play an active role in the collection
managenent, and distribution of information. Under this active nodel

i nformati on woul d be actively sought on possible projects frompotenti al

reci pients and frompotential sources of technical and assistance. These
nmechani snms could be increasingly informative, interactive and user-friendly
in their methods of collecting, packaging and distributing information. This
di stribution could be acconplished by all possible neans and coul d even
target particular users.

3. Limted networking

22. Li mi ted networking cl earing-house nmechanisnms to facilitate technica

and financial assistance would facilitate and hel p coordi nate avail abl e
techni cal and financial assistance with the aimof supporting countries
efforts to meet their convention-related needs. They would attenpt to match
potential sources of funding with project proposals of potential recipients.
This could involve a secretariat actively working to broker matches between
donors and recipients. The nmechani smwould not provide technical or
financial assistance of its own, it would not have resources to develop its
own projects and it would not have seed noney to initiate denonstration
projects. The nechani smwould not be nmandated to solicit new sources of
funding in the absence of specific project proposals. It would act solely as
a facilitating conduit connecting proposals submitted with self-identified
potential donors. This nodel could also include many of the functions of the
active informational clearing-house discussed above.

4, Catalytic networking

23. Catal ytic networking cl earing-house nmechanisns to facilitate technica
and financial assistance would actively encourage, develop, facilitate,
coordi nate and augnent technical and financial assistance, capacity-building
and technol ogy transfer. Under this nodel, the clearing-house would not
provi de funding or technical assistance of its own, but would actively
canvass potential sources of support for project proposals, actively pronote
addi ti onal funding and, assist in the devel opment of new project proposals
and related activities. It nay even initiate denonstration projects if
provided with the resources to do so by outside donors or by the parties.
This nmodel could also include many of the functions of the active

i nformati onal clearing-house di scussed above.

[11. CAPACI TY-BU LDI NG NETWORKS | N CHEM CALS- RELATED FORUMS

24, Thi s paper exani nes two capacity-building networks in chemicals-rel ated
foruns:

(a) Chemi cal s-rel ated networks under the Organi sation for Econonic
Cooperati on and Devel opnent (CECD) Devel oprment Assistance Conmittee; and
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(b) Potential capacity-building networks for the sound managenent of
chemicals to be endorsed by the Intergovernnental Forum on Chenical Safety
(1 FCS).

25. Such capacity-buil di ng networks include potential providers of

techni cal and financial assistance and technical expertise and information
and those who m ght benefit fromthis assistance and information. These are
the focal points within the network. Capacity-building networks tend to
facilitate the provision of assistance, information and training sinply by
providing a network through which the potential providers and recipients are
identified and can conmuni cate with one another. They can be conpl enented by
cl eari ng- house nechani sns |i ke those di scussed above.

26. G ven that only one existing capacity-building network is exam ned in
this paper and another is only in the planning phase, no attenpt can be nade
to provide a conparative analysis or identify nodels here. These networks
are described in the follow ng section

I'V. DESCRI PTI ONS OF CLEARI NG HOUSE MECHANI SM5 AND CAPACI TY- BUI LDI NG
NETWORKS EXAM NED

27. Thi s section provides summaries of the clearing-house nechani sns and
capaci ty-buil di ng networks exam ned. For nost, a description is provided of
the overall objective, |legal establishnment, operational establishment, design
and operation, cost and funding aspects, and review, expansion and evol ution
processes.

A, OzonAction Information C earing-house under the Montreal Protoco

28. The 1987 Montreal Protocol protects stratospheric ozone by phasi ng out
t he production and consunption of ozone-depl eting substances, including

chl or of  uor ocar bons (CFCs), hydrochl orofl uorocarbons (HCFCs), hal ons, nethyl
brom de, carbon tetrachloride and nethyl chloroform The Miltilateral Fund
serves as the financial mechani smof the ozone regime and provides financial
and technical assistance to hel p devel oping country Parties inplenment their
obligations. Oher institutional features of the regime include: binding
control neasures, including separate phase-out schedules for Article 5
Parties; independent assessnent panels to exam ne relevant scientific,

envi ronnental, econonic and technol ogi cal issues; an inplenmentation conmittee
to exam ne issues relating to conpliance with the Protocol; and a secretari at
to administer the regine

29. The QzonAction Information C earing-house is the clearing-house

nmechani smfor the Montreal Protocol and its financial mechanism The United
Nat i ons Environnent Progranme (UNEP) serves as the secretariat for the

cl eari ng- house nechanism The OzonAction Information O earing-house is an

i ntegrated i nformati on exchange service that provides technical, policy and
scientific information on a wi de range of issues including: alternative

t echnol ogi es, products and services for each use of ozone-depleting
substances in each industrial sector; directories of experts, consultants and
key ozone focal points worldw de; technical literature abstracts; information
on ordering docunments; descriptions of national policies, |egislation
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regul ati ons and programes to phase out ozone-depl eting substances; listing
of ozone protection workshops, conferences and neetings; news on the | atest
phase-out initiatives; and public awareness naterial s.

1. ojective and purpose

30. The objective of the OQzonAction Information O earing-house is to assist
Parties to the Montreal Protocol, in particular devel oping countries and
countries with economes in transition, nmeet their conmitnents under the
Montreal Protocol and its amendnents to phase out ozone-depl eting substances
by providing technical, policy and scientific information on a wi de range of
issues that will help build the Iocal expertise required for the responsible
managenment of ozone depl eti ng substance phase-out projects.

2. Legal establishnment

31. OzonAction Information C earing-house was created under the auspices of
the Multilateral Fund under authority granted by relevant articles of the
Montreal Protocol and the del egated authority given to the Multilateral Fund
by the Meeting of the Parties. Article 10 (b) of the Protocol (as anended)
establishes that the Fund will finance clearing-house functions that wll
assist Article 5 Parties, facilitate technical cooperation, distribute

i nformation, hold workshops and training sessions, and nonitor other relevant
mul tilateral, regional and bilateral cooperation. Article 9 establishes

rel ated background requirenents for information dissemnination

3. Qperational establishnent

32. The QzonAction Information C earing-house was established by the
Multil ateral Fund under one of the directives for the Fund given by the
Parties in Article 10. The Fund assigned the task of creating the

cl eari ng- house nechanismto UNEP, in its capacity as an inplenenti ng agency
for the Protocol and the Fund, which then created the QzonAction |Information
d eari ng- house.

4. Design and operation

33. The QzonAction Information C earing-house was created under the
Mul tilateral Fund, but does not directly focus on the provision of technica
and financial assistance. It is, however, funded by the Miultilateral Fund

and is overseen by the Parties through authority delegated to the Fund, and
its functions directly support and augnment the efforts and goals of the
Multilateral Fund to assist Parties phase out ozone depl eti ng substances.

34. UNEP operates OzonAction Information O earing-house through its
OzonAction Programme. (OzonAction's clearing-house activities consist of

gl obal information exchange and regional networking of Parties. The

i nformation exchange unit of the OzonAction Progranmme assists with

i dentifying, sourcing, selecting and inplenmenting alternative technol ogi es
equi pnrent and services. It also helps in understandi ng and desi gni ng policy
instruments to control ozone depleting substance use. QzonAction provides a
policy nentor network that matches devel oped country policy experts wth
devel opi ng country counterparts. Training activities are inplenented at the
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regional |evel, while support is also provided for national |evel activities.
Al'l programmes are designed to increase the involvenment of |ocal experts from
i ndustry and academ a

35. Most relevant to this paper are OzonAction's informati on exchange and
regi onal networking activities. These networking and information collection
processi ng and di ssem nati on services are performed by UNEP but OzonAction
Informati on O eari ng-house staff nmenbers regularly liaise with experts from
t he ozone regi ne's Technical and Economi c Assessnent Panel and its Techni ca
and Economic Options Conmittees, as well as with representatives of
Governnents, industry, and non-governmental organizations. This helps the
OzonAction Information C earing-house obtain as nuch infornati on as possi bl e,
to keep abreast of new techni cal devel opnents and to stay inforned of the
needs of end-users.

36. The QzonAction Information C earing-house collects and provides
technical, policy and scientific informati on on a wi de range of
ozone-depl eti ng substance phase-out issues, including, but not limted to:
alternative technol ogi es, products and services for each ozone-depleting
substance in each industrial sector using or produci ng ozone-depleting
substances; technical literature abstracts and informati on on ordering
docunents regarding these alternatives and other issues; directories of
experts, consultants and key ozone focal points worldw de so that Parties can
contact themdirectly if they wi sh; descriptions of national policies,

| egi sl ation, regul ations and programes to phase out ozone-depleting
substances; news on the | atest phase-out initiatives; listing of ozone
protection events, including workshops, conferences and neetings in al
regi ons; and public awareness materials.

37. OzonAction uses a wide variety of nmediuns to dissenminate this
information, including: the OzonAction website; a diskette set containing a
conpr ehensi ve database; mail; fax; a quarterly newsletter; a query-response-
service; technical assistance naterials; workshops; video presentations; and
nmedi a canpaigns. |In this way, all end-users can use the medi um nost
appropriate to their situation. As technol ogies have inproved over the | ast
decade, the OzonAction Information C earing-house has nade increasing use of
the internet but still provides infornation through other mediuns and al so
responds to specific information requests. In addition, it nakes every
effort to draw the attention of ozone focal points, private industry and
other end-users to the internet and other resources.

38. OzonAction publishes its quarterly newsletter in five | anguages, and
provides an on-line version of the newsletter in English, French and Spani sh.
It publishes policy docunents devel oped jointly with the Stockhol m
Environnent Institute. It also holds regular regional workshops w th end-
users and nai ntains an active query-response service in which OQzonAction
Informati on O eari ng- house staff-menbers respond to specific questions or
attenpt to put end-users in contact with particular experts from Gover nnents,
i nternational organizations, industry, non-governnental organizations, or
research institutions.
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5. Cost and fundi ng aspects

39. The OzonAction Information O earing-house is funded by the Miultilatera
Fund, as mandated under Article 10 of the Montreal Protocol. The Fund itself
is supported by nandatory contributions by non-article 5 Parties using a
nodi fied United Nations scale of assessnent. The total |evel of
repl eni shment of the Fund is set every three years in negotiations anong the
Parties. However, determining the specific cost allocations for

cl eari ng- house nechani smonly functions within the overall OzonAction set of
activities has been problematic during this prelinmnary research phase, as
UNEP shares sonme of the cost burden. For exanple, in 1997, UNEP pl edged
$1.05 million for recurring information exchange activities and an additiona
$335,000 for the QzonAction newsl etter, website mai ntenance and ot her

cl eari ng- house functions.

6. Review, expansion and evolution

40. The Parties regularly review the operation of the OQzonAction

I nformati on O earing-house through the Miultil ateral Fund Executive
Conmittee's oversight of its inplenenting agencies. The Meeting of the
Parties also has authority to review, the operation of the inplenenting
agencies directly. 1In addition to these and other fornmal reviews, the
OzonAction Information C earing-house also regularly solicits feedback and
reviews of its operations fromend-users, so that it can continue to inprove
its service. The Parties also provide regul ar feedback and informal reviews
to the OzonAction Information C earing-house through infornmation

consul tations, workshops, Meetings of the Parties, and other foruns.

41. As a result of such reviews, the QzonAction Information C earing-house
regularly adjusts its nmethods of collection, analysing and distributing
information. In general, the types and total anount of information collected

and distributed by OQzonAction Information O eari ng-house appears to have
grown significantly. The evolution of the OzonAction Infornmation

O eari ng-house al so reveal s increasing use of new conputer technologies to
collect, distribute and update i nformation

B. CC.INFO programe under the Framework Convention on dinate Change

42, The Framework Convention on Cimate Change ains to stabilize greenhouse
gas concentrations in the atnosphere at a |level that woul d prevent dangerous
ant hropogenic interference with the clinmate system The Convention

di stingui shes between Annex | Parties (devel oped country and country with
econony in transition Parties), Annex Il Parties (devel oped country Parties)
and non-Annex | Parties (devel oping country Parties) with regard to control
nmeasures and other requirenents. GEF acts as the financial nechani smof the
Convention to help provide financial and technical assistance.

43. The secretariat of the Framework Convention on Cinate Change operated
t he CC. I NFO programe between 1993 and 1997. Since then different partner
organi zati ons have taken up different parts of the original CC INFO programe
package.
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1. ojective and purpose

44, The CC. | NFO programe had two nmain objectives. The first was to

i mprove the availability of information on country activities relating to
climate change and the availability of resources for such activities, in
order to match dermands for resources in particular countries with the supply
of such resources in other countries and in international organizations. The
second was to contribute to inproved information exchange between

organi zations that supported climte change activities, as well as between
and within countries, in order to help initiate enabling activities i.e.
(capacity-building and support projects) to hel p devel opi ng countries

i mpl enent the Convention. The CC I NFO programme did not itself provide
resources but rather supplied information about their availability.

2. Legal and operational establishnent

45, The CC. I NFO programme was created in 1993 by the interimsecretariat of
t he Framework Convention on Cimate Change jointly w th UNEP

3. Design and operation

46. The secretariat of the Framework Convention on Cinate Change operated
CC. I NFO programme jointly with UNEP and in cooperation with a nunber of
organi zations, including GEF and the United Nations Devel opnent Progranme
(UNDP). Information, nostly project docunents, was collected and processed
by CC. I NFO programe staff into database sets that included infornmation on

i ndi vi dual and organi zati onal contacts and profiles, activities and projects,
as well as bibliographical information. |In addition, project docunents and
other information received by the CC. | NFO progranme project teamwere
archived in the Library and Docunentation Centre of the Framework Convention
on Cimate Change. The information was distributed primarily via the CC I NFO
report, which was initially available only in print, but was |later also made
avail abl e via CD-ROM and the Convention web site.

4. Cost and fundi ng aspects

47. Part of the cost for creating and operating the CC. I NFO progranme cane
fromthe budget for the secretariat of the Framework Convention on Cimate
Change. The programe also relied upon financial, in-kind or participatory
contributions from UNEP, partner organizations, including GEF and UNDP, and
Gover nnment s.

5. Review, expansion and evolution

48. The operation of the CC. INFO progranme was reviewed i n docunents
prepared for and considered by the Conference of Parties and its subsidiary
bodies. After several years of operation, the Parties decided that CC | NFO
programe had served the objectives set for it and that continuing its
operation was unnecessary. At recent neetings of the Conference of the
Parti es, however, decisions (e.g., decisions 10 and 11 of the Conference of
the Parties at its fifth neeting) adopted with regard to capacity-buil di ng
may |ead the Parties and the secretariat to relaunch the CC | NFO progranmme
but with a focus on all aspects of capacity-building. This possibility is
currently being studied.
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C. dobal Mechani smunder the Convention to Conbat Desertification

49, The Convention to Conbat Desertification ains to conbat desertification
and drought, particularly in Africa, by providing support to affected country
Parties to assist them devel op and inpl enent effective |ong-termstrategies
to conbat desertification. The Convention includes four regiona

i mpl enent ati on annexes that articulate core requirenents of the Convention
with respect to the particular conditions in Africa, Asia, Latin Anerica and
the Cari bbean, and the Northern Mediterranean. The core of the Convention to
Conbat Desertification, which entered into force in 1996, is the devel opnment
and i npl enentation of national action programmes by affected countries, in
cooperation with donors, international organizations, |ocal popul ations and
non- gover nment al organi zati ons. The action programes focus on identifying
and addressing factors contributing to desertification. Affected country
Parti es and devel oped country Parties have separate but interconnected
responsibilities with respect to action programes.

50. A cl earing-house nechani sm known as the d obal Mechani sm was
established to pronpote actions |leading to the nobilization and channeling of
substantial financial resources to conbat desertification

51. The d obal Mechani sm coordi nates and facilitates partnerships between
proj ect devel opers and potential sources of funding, including progranmes and
bodi es of the United Nations, particularly the Food and Agriculture

Organi zation of the United Nations (FAOQ, CEF, UNEP, the Wrld Food Progranme
(WFP), regional devel opnent banks and regi onal and subregi onal organizations,
as well as interested non-governnmental organizations. The d obal Mechani sm
does not provide funding or assistance on its own. Instead, it provides a
nmechani smfor assisting in the identification of outside sources of funds and
assistance, as well as for assisting countries in applying for those funds
and assi stance.

1. ojective and purpose

52. The objective of the dobal Mechanismis to increase the flow of
resources for inplenentation of the Convention, while increasing the

ef fectiveness and efficiency of existing financial nechanisns. The G oba
Mechani sm speci alizes in partnership building around the objective of
nmobi |'i zi ng financial and technical resources for inplenentation of the
Conventi on.

53. The Convention to Conbat Desertification, article 21, paragraph 4,
mandat es the pronotion of actions |leading to the nobilization and channeling
of substantial financial resources, including for the transfer of technol ogy,
on a grant basis, and/or concessional or other terns, to affected devel oping
country Parties. The Convention al so places strong enphasis on a nulti-
source fundi ng approach and on increasing the effectiveness and efficiency of
exi sting financial nechanisns (Article 21, paragraphs 1 (b) and 4).

2. Legal and operational establishnent

54. The d obal Mechani sm was established by paragraph 4 of Article 21 of
the Convention to Conmbat Desertification. Paragraph 5 of that sane article
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outlined the process required operational establishnent of the clearing-house
nmechani sm The Conference of the Parties, at its first neeting, was
instructed to designate an organi zation to house the @ obal Mechanisn to
nmake arrangenents with the organi zati on housing the d obal Mechani sm
regarding its administrative operations, drawing to the extent possible on
exi sting budgetary and hunman resources; and to agree upon nodalities, in
cooperation wi th designated organi zations, to devel op the d obal Mechani sm
and to ensure that the operation of the d obal Mechani smwould, first,
identify relevant bilateral and multil ateral cooperation progranmes avail abl e
to i npl ement the Convention; second, provide advice to Parties on innovative
nmet hods of financing and sources of financial assistance; and, third,
facilitate coordi nati on anong Parties and rel evant intergovernnental and

non- governnental organi zations with regard to funding patterns in order to
facilitate them At its third nmeeting, the Conference of the Parties was
instructed to review the policies, operational nodalities and activities of
the G obal Mechanismand to take appropriate action

55. At the first neeting of the Conference of the Parties, by paragraph 1
of decision 24/COP.1, the United Nations International Fund for Agricultura
Devel opnent (1 FAD) was designhated to house the @ obal Mechanism This

deci sion al so gave further explicit instructions regarding the operationa
devel opnent of the d obal Mechanism including a specific delineation of its
functions. The Conference of the Parties also endorsed col |l aborative
institutional arrangements between | FAD, UNDP and the Wirld Bank in support
of the Mechanism These arrangenments are seen as essential ingredients in
neeting the d obal Mechanisms objectives. |FAD has already initiated a
nunber of actions to put these arrangenents in place.

56. The operational devel opnment and operational strategy of the d oba
Mechani sm conti nue to be considered at each neeting of the Conference of the
Parties, taking into consideration experienced gained at the country,

regi onal and subregional |evels and coments nmade by the Facilitation
Conmittee, as requested in decision 18/ COP. 2.

3. Design and operation

57. The G obal Mechani sm specializes in partnership building around the
obj ective of nobilizing and channeling relevant financial and technica
resources for inplenmentation of the Convention. It acts to support and

facilitate efforts to boost the effectiveness and efficiency of existing
technical and financial sources, as well as to pronote access to new and

i nnovative financial resources. |Its design and operation are nore those of a
broker institution than an informational clearing-house.

58. The d obal Mechanismuses its own resources to support the devel opnent
of action programes and initiatives deriving fromthem It may also act as
a co-financier in order to facilitate early inplenmentation of initiatives
(rmostly using voluntary contributions). The d obal Mechanismis not a fund
however, and its prinmary objective is that of bringing together demand with
exi sting and potential supply of funding relevant to inplenentation of the
Convention to Conbat Desertification.

59. Countries apply directly to the organization that provides funding, and
not to the dobal Mechanism The d obal Mechani sm hel ps applicants identify
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potential sources of funding, including programes and bodi es of the

United Nations, particularly FAQ GEF, UNEP, WP, regional devel opnent banks,
and regional and subregional organizations, as well as interested

non- gover nent al or gani zati ons.

60. Functionally, the d obal Mechanismis housed in, works with and
receives financial and in-kind support from |FAD. Staff positions for the
d obal Mechani sminclude those of Managi ng Director; Senior Progranmre
manager; Financial Anal yst/ Systens Manager; Seni or Progranme Devel opnent

O ficer; Progranme Devel opment Officers; support staff; and consultants. The
d obal Mechani sm and the Convention secretariat nust cooperate in order to
avoi d duplication and enhance effectiveness of inplenmentation and, to that
end, have taken a nunber of relevant initiatives. At the field level, the

d obal Mechanismwill rely on the offices of the United Nations Resident
Coordi nator as well as FAO field services.

61. The Facilitation Conmittee provides support and advice to the d oba
Mechani sm  Menbers of the Facilitation Conmittee currently include the three
foundi ng nenbers, |1 FAD, UNDP and the Wirld Bank, as well as three regiona
banks (the Inter-Anerican Devel opnent Bank, the African Devel opnment Bank and
t he Asian Devel opnent Bank), the Secretariat of the Convention to Conbat
Desertification, FAQ CEF, UNEP and, in an ex-officio capacity, the Managi ng
Director of the dobal Mechanism These institutions have rel evant
experience in one or nore areas covered by the nandate of the d oba
Mechani sm  The nmenber institutions of the Facilitation Cormttee agree to
support inplenmentation of the Convention through their own regul ar programes
and the d obal Mechani sm has begun devel opi ng col |l aborative initiatives with
FAO, CGEF, UNDP, UNEP, |FAD and the World Bank

62. The main issues discussed by the Facilitation Conmittee have included
the G obal Mechani sms operational strategy, the programe of work, and the
nodal i ti es and nenbership of the Facilitation Cormttee. |t has been agreed

that Facilitation Committee neetings should al so be used to organize
briefings for the senior managenent of the hosting institution, with the aim
of raising the profile of the Convention to Conbat Desertification and the
role of the dobal Mechanismin its inplenentation

63. The guiding principles for the operation of the d obal Mechani sns
specify that it nust be: oriented towards issues of financial assistance
(including the transfer of technol ogy); geared toward pronoting multi-source,
mul ti-channel financing; demand-driven but also proactively responsive to the
needs and priorities of the Parties; highly flexible in operation, responding
to enmergi ng opportunities; value-added rather than duplicative with respect
to existing nmechanisnms and facilities; |lean and efficient, drawing on other
institutions, including its housing institution, to the extent possible, as
wel | as access to the United Nations systemw de capacities and facilities;
and enphasi zing neutrality and universality in all its operations.

64. The d obal Mechani sm perfornms, or plans to perform the follow ng
interrelated functions as part of its normal operations:

(a) Mat chi ng donors and recipients of financial and technica
assistance in the area of desertification
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(b) Mobi I'i zi ng and channel ling financial resources by identifying
potential sources of financing frombilateral donors, the United Nations
system multilateral financial institutions, regional and subregi ona
fi nanci al nechani sns and non-governmental organi zati ons, foundations and
other private sector entities, and establishing relationships and maintaini ng
contacts with them

(c) Pronoting actions | eading to cooperation and coordination through
partnership buil ding, marketing and awar eness-rai si ng;

(d) Est abl i shi ng and updati ng database i nventories of the financial
needs of affected devel oping country Parties for carrying out action
programes, as well as other relevant activities related to the
i mpl ement ati on of the Convention, on the basis of infornmation provided under
relevant articles of the Convention;

(e) Est abl i shi ng and updati ng dat abase inventories of rel evant
bilateral and rultilateral cooperation programes and avail abl e financi al
resources in the formof a conprehensive database, incorporating information
both fromParties and from various financial mechanisns;

(f) Di ssem nating information fromthe database inventories to
Parties on a regular basis and naking it available, on request, to interested
i ntergovernnental and non-governnental organizations;

(9) Providing interested Parties and organi zations with information
on fundi ng patterns;

(f) O fering advice on innovative financi ng methods and sources of
financi al assi stance;

(9) Hel pi ng Governnments devel op national action plans to conbat
desertification;

(h) Col l ecting and di sseninating other appropriate i nformation
regardi ng the Convention and its inplenentation

(i) Anal ysi ng and advising on issues within its conmpetency; and

(j) Facilitating and pronoting the acquisition, adaptation
devel opnent and transfer of appropriate technol ogi es, know edge, know how and
practices, which are relevant to conbating desertification and | and
degr adat i on.

65. The d obal Mechanismis to devel op a naster database that will serve a
nunmber of purposes. It will provide a baseline against which the future
effecti veness of the G obal Mechanisnms will be neasured. At the sane tinme
it will collect and supply information on devel opnment assistance flows and
needs and identify criteria for allocating avail able resources. It will not
be restricted to bilateral and nultilateral organizations but will also

i nvol ve the private sector, prinarily private devel opnent foundations and

i nternational non-governnental organizations. The d obal Mechani sm dat abase
will be built on the basis of pre-existing databases, but will organize
information in such a way that it serves the purpose of the Convention and
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wi Il be developed in consultation with the end users. Over tinme, the

dat abase will be extended to include infornmation on issues such as

devel opnent indicators, the devel opi ng country Governnments' own investnent in
dry | and devel opnent, and | and degradation. Such information, to be

i ncorporated from existing databases, will be used to explore interrelations
bet ween desertification and | and degradati on and financial flows and

i nvestnents trends.

66. A dat abase on best practices for [and conservation is also being
established jointly with UNEP. In addition, IFAD is using resources supplied
by GEF to devel op a pipeline of investnent projects in the drylands, to be
co-financed with CEF.

67. Inits first year, the G obal Mechani smgave priority to establishing
relations with devel opi ng countries and subregi ons, seeking to establish a
node of cooperation with themand to denonstrate ways in which the d oba
Mechani sm can contribute to the devel opnent of action progranmes and rel at ed
initiatives.

4. Cost and fundi ng aspects

68. Fundi ng aspects for the d obal Mechani smare conplex. Secretariat and
admi ni strative operations of the @ obal Mechanismare funded by Parties to
the Convention and by | FAD. The Convention to Conbat Desertification and the
G obal Mechani sm do not have a dedi cated financial nechanismto admi nister
funds for Convention-related projects and activities. Instead, the d oba
Mechani sm nobi | i zes substantial funding fromexisting and potentially new
sources and facilitates, coordinates, rationalizes and strengthens their

provi sion, use and nanagenent.

69. The d obal Mechani sm operates three accounts to support its operationa
functions, as defined in the nenorandum of understandi ng between the
Conference of the Parties and IFAD. In order to render these accounts fully
operational, legal interpretation and precise definition of the purposes for
whi ch they nay be used were required and these were agreed upon at the third
neeting of the Conference of the Parties. The first account, a core budget
admi ni strative account, is used to support the operation of the office of the
d obal Mechanismand is funded by the standard assessed contri butions that
the Parties pay to fund the Convention to Conbat Desertification. The second
account, voluntary contributions adm nistrative expenses account, is used to
support the core admi nistrative and other operations of the d obal Mechani sm
but is capitalized with voluntary contributions. The third account, a basic
resources account to finance the Convention to Conbat Desertification, is

al so supported by voluntary contributions. It is used to support to Parties
to the Convention in devel opi ng national action progranmes and subregi ona
action programmes and related initiatives, as well as for devel opi ng
strategic initiatives which have a potential for generating financial
resources for Convention inplenentation

70. The 1999 budget for the d obal Mechani sm supported by assessed
contributions by Parties to the Convention is $913,000 for adm nistrative and
operational expenses. The approved budget for the d obal Mechanismin 2000
is $1,300,000. For 2001, it is $1,350,000. |In accordance with its
conmitment in its submission to house the A obal Mechani sm | FAD has
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generously contributed an initial $2.5 nmillion of a total pledge of

$10 million to the basic resources account. The Technical Advisory G oup
wi Il advise on the use of funds fromthis account. A nunber of Parties have
al so submitted voluntary contributions to the voluntary contributions

admi ni strative expenses account.

5. Review, expansion and evol ution

71. The operational strategy of the G obal Mechanismis revised at each
Conference of the Parties, taking into consideration experienced | earned at
t he regi onal and subregional |evels and coments nmade by the Facilitation
Conmittee. This process was mandated by decision 18/ COP.2. The operationa
strategy has already been revised in |light of corments nmade at the second
neeting of the Conference of the Parties and by the Facilitation Conmittee at
its fourth and fifth sessions. These were taken into account in the revised
strategy subnmitted to the Conference of the Parties at its third neeting, as
part of the first review of policies, operational nodalities and activities
mandat ed by deci sions 24/ COP. 1, 25/COP.1, and 18/ COP.1. The results of this
review are available in decision 9/COP. 3.

D. ddearing-house Mechani sm under the Convention on Biological Dversity

72. The Convention on Biol ogical Diversity seeks the conservation of

bi ol ogi cal diversity, the sustainable use of its conmponents and the fair and
equi tabl e sharing of the benefits arising fromthe use of genetic resources.
The Convention addresses the rapid | oss of species and ecosystens due to
human intervention and a realization that biological diversity is a valuable
asset for current and future generations. Parties are obligated to make
proactive efforts to create protected areas for the conservation of

bi odi versity, nonitor the conponents of biodiversity, integrate its
conservation into national plans and policies, and devel op the necessary

| egislation for its protection. The Convention also spells out the rights
and obligations of the Parties to engage in scientific and technol ogi ca
cooperation. To assist the pronpt inplenentation and enforcenent of the
Convention, a systemof national reporting has been created. The Conference
of Parties is the suprene body of the Convention on Biological Diversity and
is supported by a nunber of subsidiary bodies and its secretariat. GEF
serves as the financial nechanismfor the Convention

73. The secretariat of the Convention on Biological D versity operates the
C earing- house Mechani smunder the Convention. The O earing-house Mechani sm
facilitates information collection and exchange on biodi versity and

i mpl enent ati on i ssues and pronptes technical and scientific cooperation at

all levels anong the Parties. It gathers and organizes information in a
decentralized manner with partners in national Governments and el sewhere and
attenpts to coordinate efforts anong themand with the Convention secretari at
to address topics of common interest. A key feature of the O earing-house
Mechanismis its network of national focal points, to which guidance is
provided in establishing nore focused cl earing-house nmechani sns at the

nati onal level. These national clearing-house nechanisns are |linked into the
gl obal C earing-house Mechani sm whose admini strators receive gui dance froma
regi onal ly bal anced i nformal advisory committee.
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1. vbjectives and purpose

74. The objective of the C earing-house Mechanismis to pronote and
facilitate access to and exchange of information and scientific and technica
cooperation for the inplenentation of the three objectives of the Convention
t he conservation of biological diversity; the sustainable use of its
conponents; and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising fromthe
use of genetic resources. The guiding principles of the operation of the

O eari ng- house Mechanismare for it to be "neutral, cost-effective,
efficient, accessible, independent, and transparent”.

2. Legal and operational establishnent

75. Article 17 of the Convention on Biological Diversity establishes
general obligations regardi ng the exchange of infornmation by Parties.
Paragraphs 3 of article 18 on technical and scientific cooperation
established a specific obligation to create a clearing-house nechanism The
O eari ng- house Mechani sm under the Convention was established in response to
t hat nmandat e.

76. At its first neeting, the Conference of Parties to the Convention on

Bi ol ogi cal Diversity formally established the O earing-house Mechani sm (see
the report of the neeting in docunment UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 1/17, decision I/3). In
that decision, the Conference of the Parties requested that the secretariat
prepare for its second neeting a conprehensive study containing specific
costed recomendati ons regardi ng the establishnent of the C earing-house
Mechani sm taking fully into account the views expressed at its first neeting
and subnitted to the secretariat in witing, as well as the need to draw on
all relevant existing institutional structures.

77. The resulting docurment, UNEP/ CBD/ COP/2/6, presented potential options
and recommendati ons regardi ng the objective, functions, structure, operation,
action plan and budget of a pilot phase for the O earing-house Mechanism At
its second neeting, the Conference of the Parties considered and endorsed
nost of docunent, thereby operationally establishing a pilot phase for the

C earing-house Mechanism The Conference decided that the C earing-house
Mechani sm shoul d be devel oped t hrough specific and focused areas of
activities related to the pronotion of international technical and scientific
cooperation, and by gradually building up its functions in response to a
clear and identified demand based on experience gai ned and resources
available. It should be developed in a neutral, transparent, cost-effective,
efficient and accessible manner; and as a decentralized nmechani sm using such
resources as print and electronic nedia, including the internet. By making
full use of existing facilities, any duplication or overlap of activities
shoul d be avoi ded. d earing-house nmechani sm devel opnent of the

Cd earing- house Mechani smwoul d be facilitated by enhanci ng networki ng between
exi sting national, regional, subregional and international centre of relevant
expertise, as well as governnental and non-governnmental institutions and the
private sector.

78. At the third neeting of the Conference of the Parties, decision II1/4
further requested Governnments and other bilateral and nultilateral funding
institutions to provide funding for capacity-building related to the

i mpl ement ati on of the O earing-house Mechanism It also recommended that one
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i mportant role of the O earing-house Mechanismat the national |evel should
be to provide relevant information |inkages to the national focal points and
rel evant thematic focal points. Al Parties were requested to designate
their C earing-house Mechani smnational focal points and nake them
operational as soon as possible. Finally, the Conference of the Parties
requested those Parties with access to the internet to connect their nationa
O eari ng- house Mechani sm honepage to the gl obal C earing-house Mechani sm
honepage on the internet.

79. At the fourth nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties, decision IV/2
requested all CGovernnents and funding institutions to provide funding for the
devel opnent and inplenentation of the C earing-house Mechani sm including
support for national as well as regional and subregi onal clearing-house
nmechani smactivities. The Conference of the Parties recommended that each
Party organi ze an appropriate national clearing-house mechani sm steering
conmittee or working group. The Conference of the Parties instructed the
Executive Secretary to encourage the devel opnent of a network of partners; to
provi de encouragenent for and facilitate the coordi nation of

bi odi versity-rel ated networks, activities and focal points that may
constitute clearing-house nechani sns; to encourage their |inkages within the
O eari ng- house Mechani sm network; to facilitate support to those Parties

wi t hout adequate internet access, preparing and di ssemi nating to them updated
information arising fromthe secretariat's own functions on CD ROM or

di skettes; and to produce a tool-kit prototype containing necessary
information for national focal points to build their national clearing-house
nmechani sm

3. Design and operation

80. The d earing-house Mechani sm pronotes technical and scientific
cooperation at all levels anong the Parties. It also facilitates information
exchange on relevant articles of the Convention on Biological Diversity
(e.g., conservation, nonitoring, research and training, access to genetic
resources, technology transfer, and financial mechanism and thematic areas
(e.g., biosafety, traditional know edge, species and taxonony, protected
areas and capacity-building). A w de range of organi zati ons nake use of the
networ k, including other conventions, international agencies and
institutions, governnent departnents, non-governnental organizations,

i ndi genous groups and scienti sts.

81. Under the authority of the Conference of the Parties, the

O eari ng- house Mechani smis hosted by the Convention secretariat in Montreal
The secretariat provides information to the C earing-house Mechani sm ‘ nodes’
(rmaj or focal points), facilitates partnership and i nformation-sharing, and
carries out coordination activities of the C earing-house Mechanismin
collaboration with all focal points. The secretariat receives advice from
the Infornmal Advisory Conmittee, a group of 15 people consisting of two
peopl e drawn from each United Nati ons geographic region and five non-country
nmenbers representing international institutions. Their role is to assist and
guide in the devel opnent of the network. Advice fromthe Informal Advisory
Conmittee is devel oped through consensus.
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82. The d earing-house Mechani sm gathers and organi zes information in a
decentralized manner with partners in national Governments and el sewhere,
coordi nating efforts anong themand with the secretariat to address topics of
conmon interest. Synergies have been actively pronoted with other

nmul tilateral environnental agreenments and biodiversity-related internationa

i nstrunents.

83. A key feature of the C earing-house Mechanismis its network of foca
points. There are different types of focal points: national, regiona
subregional and thematic in devel opnent. Each focal point has the

responsi bility of developing its own supporting network of clearing-house
nmechani sns; for that reason, the d earing-house Mechani sm under the
Convention on Biological Diversity is sonetinmes referred to as a network of
networks. The national clearing-house nechani sns are housed within
governnent ministries, such as those on natural resources, forestry or
agriculture. They are responsible for coordinating the activities of the
cl eari ng- house nechani sm of the Convention within their countries. These
focal points pronote awareness and activities and facilitate infornation
exchange and partnershi ps anong | ocal stakeholders. Since its pilot |aunch
in 1996, the C earing-house Mechani sm has evolved into a network with 137
nati onal focal points around the world, of which 104 have e-mail facilities
and 73 have created their own internet honepages.

84. The d earing-house Mechani sm gat hers, anal yses, coordinates,
distributes and facilitates the exchange of information on a wide variety of
i nformati on that addresses the nain provisions of the Convention, nanely:

in situ and ex situ conservation, nonitoring, species and taxonomny, protected
areas, sustainable use of biodiversity, national reports, technical and
scientific cooperation, incentive measures, capacity-building, research and
trai ning, access to genetic resources, equitable sharing of benefits, access
to and transfer of technol ogy, handling of biotechnol ogy, financial
resources, agro-biodiversity forests, inland waters and narine and coasta

bi odi versity, indicators, etc. Anong the information resources concerning
financial resources is a database of the funding opportunities available to
Parties and other actors in the field of biodiversity.

85. The d earing-house Mechani smuses a wide variety of mediuns to
distribute its information, including its website, internet databases, CD ROM
dat abases, e-mmil list-servers, the Iink of national focal points, hardcopy
docunents, newsletter, awareness brochures, user guides, regional workshops,
mail, fax, and tel ephone. In this way, end-users can use the nmedi um nost

appropriate to their situation.

4. Cost and fundi ng aspects

86. Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity pay for nost of the
secretariat's costs of creating and operating the O earing-house Mechani sm

t hrough the budgets approved by the Conference of Parties for the operation
of the Convention secretariat. The proposed cost for the initial

est abl i shnent and operation of the d earing-house Mechanismin 1996 was
$670.000. GEF, inits role as the financial nmechanismfor the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity supports nost of the costs to devel opi ng countries of
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creating, and sonme of the cost of operating, Cearing-house Mechani sm
nati onal focal points. As of 6 Decenber 1999, GEF had provided nore than
$800, 000 to fund 69 d earing-house Mechani smfocal points in devel oping
countries -- an average of $11,661 for each

87. At the second neeting of the Conference of the Parties, decision I1/3
requested GEF to explore nodalities of support for the O earing-house
Mechanism At the third neeting of the Conference of the Parties,

decision I11/4 endorsed the GEF approach to provide financial assistance to
C earing- house Mechani sm nodes through enabling activity projects and
requested GEF to operationalize its proposal. At the fourth nmeeting of the

Conference of the Parties, decision IV/2 requested GEF to be a catalyst in

t he devel opnent and i nplenentati on of the C earing-house Mechanism to
support capacity-building activities and country-driven pilot projects as
critical conmponents in the inplenmentation of the O earing-house Mechani sm at
t he national, subregional, biogeographic, and regional |evels; and to provide
i ncreased support for country-driven projects to establish and strengthen

bi odi versity information systems such as training, technology and processes
related to the collection, organization, nmaintenance and updating of

know edge and information and its conmuni cation to users through the

G earing-house Mechanism To assist recipient countries in preparing
enabling activity projects, GEF prepared detail ed operational criteria,
outlining the scope of activities that might typically be undertaken, and

i ndi cative cost nornms. Proposals confornming to those criteria are eligible
for quick approval through expedited procedures. The GEF enabling activity
proj ects provi de assistance for a broad stocktaking of biodiversity, analysis
of options to neet Convention obligations, fornulation of plans and
strategi es, and preparation of national reports to the Conference of the
Parties.

88. C eari ng- house Mechani sm nodes comonly receive technical or in-kind
support fromtheir respective national CGovernnents (42 per cent of
respondents). Technical support is also received fromthe internationa
devel opnent community (37 per cent, conposed prinmarily of devel opi ng
countries), local partners (23 per cent) and international partners

(15 per cent).

5. Review, expansion and evolution

89. The operation of the d earing-house Mechanismis reviewed by the
Parties, through subsidiary bodies of the Convention, with the intention of
nonitoring and inproving its effectiveness. Regional workshops to address
scientific and technical information needs were held in 1997 and 1998, and
reconmendati ons were fornulated with a view to shaping the future work of the
C eari ng- house Mechani sm

90. At the fourth nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties, decision |V/2
instructed the Executive Secretary to undertake an i ndependent review of the
C eari ng- house Mechani sm pil ot phase at the end of 1998, to be presented to

t he Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice
(SBSTTA). In 1999 the d earing- house Mechani sm underwent an i ndependent
review of its operations, which resulted in a final report of the pilot phase
of the C earing-house Mechanism and a strategic plan and | onger-term
programe of work for its continued operation. On the basis of this review,
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the Conference of Parties, at its fifth nmeeting in May 2000, will take
appropriate decisions on the future operation of the C earing-house
Mechani sm

91. Several priorities for action were identified in the i ndependent review
referred to above, including the need for a better description of the
functions of the d earing-house Mechanism for increased awareness about it,
for sinpler and nore easily transl atabl e | anguage, for the pronotion of
synergies, for the identification of infrastructure needs, for the nonitoring
and evaluating of activities and for the I ong term planning of a sustai nable
kind. The Informal Advisory Committee, the C earing-house Mechani smnationa
focal points and partners were identified as key contributors in this

process.

E. Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Support the Establishnent
of Regional Centres under the Basel Convention

92. The Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Mvenents of

Hazar dous Wastes and their Disposal ainms to reduce the threat posed by

hazar dous wastes and otherwi se to protect hunman health and the environnent by
m nimzing and controlling the generation and novenent of such wastes. The
Convention obligates Parties: to minimze the generation of hazardous waste;
to control and reduce international novenents of hazardous wastes; to prevent
and punish illegal traffic of hazardous wastes; to ensure the environnmental ly
sound nmanagenent of hazardous wastes; to ensure the availability of adequate
di sposal facilities for hazardous wastes; to notify and gain the consent of
import and transit countries prior to shipnment of hazardous wastes; to use
noverent and tracking fornms when shippi ng hazardous wastes; and to report
regularly on these and other obligations.

93. The Basel Convention gives special consideration to devel opi ng
countries in the formof technical and financial assistance. The Convention
focuses on technical assistance, devel opnent of technical guidelines for the
environnental |y sound nanagenent of waste streans and di sposal operations,
and assi stance for devel oping countries in the devel opnent of |egal and
techni cal capacities. The Conference of the Parties established a technica
cooperation trust fund to support devel opi ng countries and other countries in
need of technical assistance in the inplenentation of the Convention

Anot her nechani sm of inportance under the Convention is the facilitation by
the secretariat of bilateral assistance activities anmong Parties. Such
activities have been carried out under the framework of the Convention in
accordance with Article 10, on international cooperation and, where
appropriate, Article 9, onillegal traffic. The Technical Cooperation Trust
Fund to Support the Establishnment of Regional Centres under the Base
Convention, along with secretariat facilitation efforts, satisfy the broad
definition of clearing-house mechanismused in this docunent.
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1. ojective and purpose

94, The Techni cal Cooperation Trust Fund to Support the Establishnent of
Regi onal Centres was established by UNEP to support devel opi ng countries and
other countries in need of technical assistance in the inplenmentation of the
Basel Convention. The Parties seek to provide assistance with the |egal
technical, institutional and scientific issues that arise in the

i mpl enent ati on of the Conventi on.

2. Legal and operational establishnent

95. At its first neeting, the Conference of the Parties invited the
Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations to establish a technical cooperation
trust fund to support devel opi ng countries and other countries in need of
techni cal assistance in the inplenmentation of the Basel Convention. Annex |
to the report of Conference recorded the intention for UNEP to establish a
techni cal cooperation trust fund. The Open-ended Ad Hoc Conmmittee for the

i mpl ement ati on of the Convention (now called the Wrking Goup for

| mpl enentation) has identified the specific needs of different regi ons and
subregions for training and technol ogy transfer. The Wrking Goup for

| mpl enent ati on, as requested, determined the nodalities for the establishnent
and functioning of such centres, as well as for the establishnent of
appropriate funding nechani sns of a voluntary nature for the establishnent of
such centres.

96. In response to the request of the Conference of the Parties, the
Techni cal Cooperation Trust Fund was established by UNEP for a trial period
of two years, beginning 1 January 1993. The Techni cal Cooperation Trust Fund
woul d be financed fromvoluntary contributions nade by Parties to the
Convention, as well as by non-Parties.

97. At its second neeting, in 1994, the Conference of the Parties extended
t he mandat e of the Technical Cooperation Trust Fund from 1995 to 1998. This
mandate was further extended to the end of 2004 at the fourth neeting of the
Conference of the Parties, in 1998.

3. Design and operation

98. The Techni cal Cooperation Trust Fund acts to support devel opi ng
countries and other countries in need of technical assistance in the

i mpl enent ati on of the Basel Convention. The Convention focuses on technica
assi stance, the devel opnent of technical guidelines for the environnentally
sound nanagenent of waste streams and di sposal operations, and assistance for
devel opi ng countries in the devel opnent of |egal and technical capacities.

In addition, the secretariat of the Basel Convention attenpts to facilitate
bil ateral assistance activities anong Parties.

99. As part of its normal operations, the Technical Cooperation Trust Fund
performs, or plans to perform the following interrelated technica
assi stance activities:

(a) Devel opnent of national |egislation, regulations, and standards;
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(b) I dentification of main hazardous waste streans and preparation of
nati onal plans for the nanagenment of hazardous wastes;

(c) Fostering of the environnmentally sound nanagenent of hazardous
wast es and technol ogy transfer activities, through training and ot her neans;

(d) Fundi ng participation of devel opi ng country experts or
del egations to the Conference of Parties and subsidiary bodies; and

(e) Ad hoc advice and information provided to Parties, non-Parties,
and others (e.g., universities).

100. UNEP, through the Techni cal Cooperation Trust Fund, and the Base
Convention secretariat, is responsible for carrying out these and ot her
activities that provide technical assistance to Parties. Central to these
efforts is the creation and fundi ng of regional and subregional centers for
trai ning and technol ogy transfer on the environmental |y sound managenent of
hazar dous wast es.

101. The Convention encourages all Parties and non-Parties in a position to
do so, as well as international organizations, including devel opnment banks,
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons and the private sector, to nmake financial or

i n-kind contributions, through the secretariat, to the Technical Cooperation
Trust Fund, to support the creation and operation of such centers as soon as
possi ble. Parties and others are also urged to cooperate actively on a

regi onal basis, in particular those Parties that have the capacity to provide
techni cal support to other countries of the region in need of such

assi stance.

102. As a result of the Technical Cooperation Trust Fund and bil atera
support, efforts by the secretariat to channel and facilitate responses to
this exhortation in the Convention, regional and subregional centres for

trai ning and technol ogy transfer on the environmental |y sound managenent of
hazar dous wast es have begun to be established around the world. These centres
assist Parties to conply with the technical requirenents of the
environnental |y sound managenent of hazardous wastes, as well as with | ega
and institutional aspects of the inplenentation of the Convention. Follow ng
decision IV/4 of the fourth Conference of the Parties, the secretariat has
begun to explore interlinkages with UNEP and other United Nations bodies to
establish regional cleaner production centres.

103. The Working Group for Inplenmentation identifies the specific needs of
different regions and subregi ons and then reconmends sites for the

est abl i shnent of regional training and technol ogy transfer centres.
Recomendati ons are based on the results of feasibility studies and on
specific guidelines that deternmine the suitability of a potential pilot
centre. Each feasibility study should: identify and prioritize the needs of
the region; identify the resources available in the region; identify the
resources required to address the needs of the region; identify the benefits
to be gained through establishnment of a pilot centre; detern ne whether a
centre is imediately required to address the prioritized needs; and

det erm ne what resources are available fromthe region and what resources
woul d be required.
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104. The Basel Convention secretariat created an electronic information
system and integrated tel ecommuni cati ons network to inprove the gathering,
organi zation, treatnment and di ssemination of data and to provi de assistance
to devel oping countries in the collection and processing of those databases.

4. Cost and fundi ng aspects

105. Al secretariat costs are covered by the Trust Fund for the

| mpl enent ati on of the Basel Convention (i.e., through assessed
contributions). A total of 13 per cent of all financial resources deposited
in the two Basel Convention trust funds are paid back to UNEP

106. Techni cal Cooperation Trust Fund assistance projects are financed by
voluntary contributions nmade by Parties and non-Parties to the Convention, as
wel |l as by interested intergovernnmental organizations. The Convention
encour ages those countries in a position to do so, individually or
collectively, on a bilateral or multilateral basis, to consider supplying
financial resources and technically qualified persons to collaborate in the
preparation of the feasibility studies and other projects in the candi date
regions. The secretariat of the Basel Convention may act as a |iaison point
or broker with individual host countries, to help provide |ocal support for
t he persons conducting the projects. The candi date regi ons should al so

provi de, as appropriate, qualified persons to assist the technica
representatives in conducting the projects.

107. At its second neeting, the Conference of the Parties, in

decision I1/21, invited Parties to provide additional financial resources for
t he Techni cal Cooperation Trust Fund and some Parties responded with
bilateral donations. At its fourth neeting, the Conference of the Parties
expressed concern over the delays in paynents of the agreed upon voluntary
contributions by Parties and non-Parties. The Conference of the Parties
stated that voluntary contributions are essential to the effective

i mpl ement ati on of the Convention and that it is anticipated that additiona
voluntary contributions will be received. At its fifth neeting, in Decenber
1999, the Conference of the Parties decided to enlarge the scope of the
Techni cal Cooperation Trust Fund in particular to respond to the needs of
devel opi ng countries to deal with energency situations. Wth the adoption of
t he Basel Convention Protocol on Liability and Conpensation at that neeting,
several Parties pledged funds to address the requirenents of emnergency
situations and conpensati on

F. Project Preparation Committee under the Central and Eastern Europe
Envi ronnental Action Programe

108. The Central and Eastern Europe Environnental Action Progranme was
created in response to requests for such a programe from environment

m ni sters from Europe, Canada and the United States of Anerica in 1991 at the
first "Environnent for Europe"” Mnisterial Conference. The Action Programme
was subsequently endorsed in 1993 by environnent mnisters at the second
"Envi ronnment for Europe" Mnisterial Conference. The primary objective of
the Action Programme is to address environnental problens requiring urgent
action in Central and Eastern European countries as cost-effectively and
efficiently as possible through policy reform institutional strengthening
and investnent. The Action Progranme enphasi zes buil ding upon the positive
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I i nkages between economi ¢ devel opnent and the environment, encourages
policies that tackle the underlying causes rather than the synptons of

envi ronnent al probl ens, urges the use of cost-effectiveness as a criterion in
al l ocating scarce financial resources, and identifies urgent problens to be
addressed. The three nain probl em sol ving approaches consi dered by the
Action Programe are: policy reform(e.g., market-based instrunents,
regul ati ons and enforcenent tools), institutional strengthening and

i nvestnment. The Action Programe has al ready begun the devel opnent of

nati onal environnental action progranmes that prioritize environnental needs
within a country and address possi bl e nmechani snms for financing and

eval uati on.

109. The 1993 Mnisterial Conference also established the Project
Preparation Commttee to facilitate the identification, preparation and

i mpl ement ati on of environmental investments in Central and Eastern Europe.
The Project Preparation Committee is a networking nmechani sm designed to all ow
i nternational financing institutions and donors to coordi nate and cooperate
on environnent-related i nvestnment projects in Central and Eastern Europe.

1. ojective and purpose

110. The objective of the Project Preparation Conmittee is to serve as a
net wor ki ng nmechani sm desi gned to assist international financial institutions
and donors to coordi nate and cooperate on environnment rel ated investnment
projects and assistance in Central and Eastern Europe. The Project
Preparation Committee’'s nandate is: to dissemnate regular information on
its activities to the Eastern and Central European United Nations Menber
States; to assist in providing feasibility studies |eading to concrete

i nvestment projects; to identify possible sources of financing for smnal
projects as well as large capital intensive projects, including private
sector projects; and to take into account efforts within the w der context of
the CEE Environnmental Action Progranme inplenmentation to develop the capacity
of Central and Eastern European countries to el aborate project proposals.

2. Legal and operational establishnent

111. The Project Preparation Conmittee was established by paragraph 10.1 of
the Mnisterial Declaration of the second "Environnent for Europe"

M ni sterial Conference held in 1993. The Mnisterial Declaration initially
establ i shed the Project Preparation Conmittee secretariat with a small staff
funded through existing resources. The mandate of the Project Preparation
Committee was renewed at the Mnisterial Conferences in Sofia in 1995 and
Aar hus in 1998.

3. Design and operation

112. The Project Preparation Conmittee is a networking nmechani sm established
to facilitate environnent-related i nvestnent projects in Central and Eastern
Eur ope, by inproving coordinati on and cooperati on between donors,
international financial institutions and recipient countries. The objective
is to couple donor grants with international financial institution |oans,

t hereby enhancing the environnental profile of the projects, or sinply to
soften the overall credit burden of the recipient country. The Project
Preparation Committee is conposed of nmultilateral and bilateral donors and
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i nternational financial institutions active in Central and Eastern Europe.
Donors pl edge funds on a grant basis to assist in financing investnment
projects for the CEE Environnental Action Progranme. The Project Preparation
Conmittee matches these funds to loans fromthe international financial
institutions. The Project Preparation Conmmittee neets regularly to discuss
projects in all countries of operation and policy-related i ssues. Regiona
Project Preparation Committee neetings are also held annually, in order to
focus donor and international financial institution attention on projects
covering a certain geographical area.

113. The Project Preparation Conmittee consists of alnost all internationa
financial institutions and donors active in the region. The chairmanship
rotates anong its donor country nmenbers. The Project Preparation Conmittee
is supported by a small secretariat housed in the European Bank for
Reconstructi on and Devel opnent (EBRD), which consists of two staff nenbers,

an Executive Secretary and an Administrative Secretary. 1In addition to
preparing for and organi zi ng neetings, the secretariat devotes some effort to
mat chi ng i nternational financial institution projects with donor grants. It

does not screen or eval uate project proposals. The work of the Project
Preparation Commttee is also carried out on a daily basis by donor-sponsored
Project Preparation Committee officers. At present there are two such

of ficers, one at EBRD and the other at the Wbrld Bank. During 2000, the
first Project Preparation Committee officer will be posted in the field and
work at the World Bank in Thilisi. Project Preparation Conmittee officers
liaise with donors in order to match donor funds with international financial
institutions loans. They also assist international financial institutions in
devel oping priority environnental projects.

114. Project proposals are initially submtted through existing channels of
conmuni cati on between recipient countries, donors and international financial
institutions. After the recipient country and donor or internationa
financial institution have cone to agreenent on the contents of the project
and the co-financing needed, a Project Preparation Comittee nenber may
present the project to the Project Preparation Conmittee to identify
co-financing. 1In sone cases, the Project Preparation Conmittee has al so
assisted in the bundling of projects, whereby the international financial
institutions provide a |loan to donmestic financial internediaries. Some donor
countries have established specific Project Preparation Comittee
co-financing trust funds within EBRD and the Wrld Bank.

115. In the period between the third "Environment for Europe" Mnisterial
Conference in Sofia in 1995 and the fourth Mnisterial Conference in 1998,
33 new Project Preparation Commttee projects were approved by internationa
financial institution boards or funding agenci es. These projects represent a

total investnment cost of approxinmately ecu 2.3 billion, with donor assistance
anmounting to ecu 245 million and international financial institution
financing to approximately ecu 1.2 billion. In addition, the Project

Preparati on Comm ttee had nmatched 58 environnental projects for which co-

fi nanci ng between two or nore donors and/or international financial
institutions has been agreed, but it was not clear if these had been approved
by the | eadi ng fundi ng agency. These matched projects would represent, if
approved in the current form a total investnent of about ecu 2.6 billion
wi t h donor assistance anmobunting to roughly ecu 300 nmillion and internationa
financial institution financing to approximtely ecu 560 nmillion. The Project
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Preparati on Cormttee has al so assisted in the devel opnent and mat chi ng of
one investnent fund and 16 pre-investnent studies (national environnenta
action programmes and European Union accession strategies). These represent a
total cost of approximately ecu 85 nillion, with donor assistance anounting
to ecu 14 nillion

116. In addition, the Project Preparation Conmittee has assisted in the
bundl i ng of several projects, whereby the international financial
institutions provide a |loan to donestic financial internmediaries. The
Project Preparation Commttee has participated in the national environnental
funds networks for Central and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union set
up by the Central and Eastern Europe Environnental Action Programe Task

For ce.

117. The operation of the Project Preparation Conmttee al so includes:

di sseminating information on its activities to the Eastern and Central

Eur opean United Nations Menber States through a newsletter published jointly
with the Environnental Action Programe Task Force on a binonthly basis;
assisting in providing feasibility studies |eading to specific investnent
projects; identifying possible sources of financing for small projects as
wel |l as large capital intensive projects, including private sector projects;
and devel opi ng capacity in Central and Eastern European countries to

el aborat e project proposals.

118. The Project Preparation Conmittee provides a forumfor discussing

proj ect experiences, which has resulted in an inproved understandi ng between
donors and international financial institutions and has facilitated the

nodi fication of donor and international financial institution practices to
neet project investnment needs in Central and Eastern European countries. The
Project Preparation Cormmittee has al so contributed to strengtheni ng capacity
in the region for the identification, preparation and financing of

envi ronnent al projects.

4. Cost and fundi ng aspects

119. Project Preparation Conmittee donors provide funding for the Project
Preparation Committee secretariat officers and EBRD, which houses the
secretariat, allocates an annual budget to cover general operating costs such
as office space, tel ephones, photocopying, courier services and interna
training. Project Preparation Conmittee donors and international financial
institutions finance the projects.

5. Review, expansion and evolution

120. The Project Preparation Conmittee is reviewed at each "Environnent for
Europe" ministerial conference. The next conference will take place in Kiev
in 2002. At |least once a year, a regional Project Preparation Conmittee
neeting is held in order to focus donor and international financial
institution attention on projects covering a certain geographical area. The
Project Preparation Committee al so holds regular neetings to discuss projects
in all countries of operation, in addition to policy-related issues.
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G Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technol ogy under ESCAP

121. The Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technology is a regiona
institution within the Econonic and Social Commi ssion for Asia and the

Pacific (ESCAP). It was designed to assist nenber countries of the Asia
Pacific region strengthen their technol ogy transfer, adaptation and
devel opnent capabilities. It is based in India and has a network of foca

points in 18 Asian and Pacific countries. The Asian and Pacific Centre for
Transfer of Technol ogy provi des a network of technol ogy transfer services by
linking national and international centers involved in technol ogy nmanagenent
and devel oprment, and technol ogy buyers and sellers.

1. bjective and purpose

122. The objective of the Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of
Technol ogy is to strengthen the technol ogy transfer capabilities in the
region and to facilitate the inmport and export of environnentally sound
technol ogi es to and from nmenber countri es.

2. Establishnent

123. The Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technology is a
United Nations regional institution under ESCAP. The Centre was established
in 1977 in Bangalore, India, and noved to New Del hi in 1993

3. Design and operation

124. The Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technology is intended to
pronote and facilitate technol ogy transfer between national Governments,

busi nesses and | ocal technol ogy managenment agencies in the Asia and Pacific
region. The Centre identifies and pronotes the devel opnent and transfer of
technol ogi es rel evant to the region, placing enphasis on environnmental |y
sound technol ogies to and fromsnall and nedi um scal e enterprises.

125. The Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technol ogy inplenents
devel opnent projects funded by international donors ained at strengthening
the environment for technology transfer anong small and nmedi um scal e
enterprises in Asia and the Pacific; in this respect, the Centre nakes
special efforts to encourage the nore extensive participation of wonmen in the
field of technology. The Centre undertakes consultant assignnents in various
technol ogy transfer related areas (institution building, hunman resources
devel opnent, studies, partnership devel opnent).

126. The Centre has an international staff of 20 professional and support
personnel. It works through a network of focal points in its nmenber
countries. These focal points, nostly situated at relevant mnistries or
governnental institutions, enable the Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer
of Technol ogy to conmunicate efficiently with the nenber countries. These
focal points are |ocated in Bangl adesh, China, India, Indonesia, the Islamc
Republic of Iran, Ml aysia, Mngolia, Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines, the
Republi ¢ of Korea, the Russian Federation, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand and
Viet Nam The Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technol ogy has a
network of nore than 1000 partners in 70 countries with which it works.
These include technol ogy brokers, financial brokers, nanagenent consultants,
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busi ness devel opnent organi zati ons, technical experts, technica
institutions, training institutes, governnent agenci es and non-governnent a
organi zati ons.

127. The Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technol ogy provides a
nunber of interrelated services in the area of technical assistance,
technol ogy transfer and devel opnent activities, including:

(a) Mat chi ng of technol ogy transfer and business partners: The
Centre promptes and facilitates technol ogy transfer by establishing contacts
bet ween t echnol ogy suppliers and seekers. It uses various nechanisns for
this purpose, including an in-house data bank on technol ogy opportunities and
conpani es, its technol ogy transfer and technol ogy/ busi ness infornation
net wor ks, periodicals on technol ogy opportunities, on-line databases,
nati onal focal points, technol ogy transfer events and busi ness neetings.
Currently, the Centre is handling nore than 250 busi ness-to-busi ness
i ntroductions every nonth and has nore than 1,000 partners in sone 70
countries. Matchmaki ng services are usually provided by the Asian and
Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technol ogy on a success-fee basis. Conpanies
interested in selling or buying technol ogi es conpl ete technol ogy offer or
technol ogy request forns. Active technology offers and technol ogy requests
currently processed by the Centre are featured in its databank

(b) Assi stance to small and nedi umsized enterprises: The Centre
actively assists small and nmedi um si zed enterprises in technol ogy
acqui sition, adoption, upgrades and nodernization through its technol ogy
i nformati on services and technol ogy pronotion events, such as technol ogy
nm ssi ons, technol ogy denonstration progranmres, technol ogy market forums and
cat al ogue exhibitions. The Centre is currently establishing a regional self-
sust ai nabl e network - a nmechani sm for the exchange of technol ogy infornmation
- of institutions and agencies to facilitate the transfer of sets anong snal
and nedi umsi zed enterprises. Through this network, the Centre provides
assistance to internediaries in devel opi ng other technol ogy transfer-rel ated
servi ces, such as market analysis, finance syndication, technol ogy
eval uation, support services and narketing assistance;

(c) International network for the transfer of environmentally sound
technol ogies: This network is a val ue-added technol ogy information service
established in 1994. |Its nenbers are public and private snall and

nmedi un si zed enterprises and technol ogy transfer internediaries. The network
operates on a nenbership fee basis with fees ranging from $300 (regul ar
nenber shi p) to $1, 000 (sponsor nenbership) for devel oped and newy
industrialized countries and $200 (regul ar) and $400 (sponsor) for devel oping
countries. Network nenbers receive an integrated package of services, such
as: information on new and international technology offers and requests on a
nonthly basis; search for technol ogy partners; assistance in technol ogy
transfer negotiations; finance syndication and marketing assi stance for

sel ected technol ogy transfer projects; consultant subcontracts; discounts on
technol ogy i nformati on services provided by the Centre and on registration
fees for technol ogy transfer events; and publication of the in conpany
profile in network directory;
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(d) Technol ogy transfer services for small and nedi umsized
enterprises: The Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technol ogy
provides the followi ng technol ogy transfer services to small and medi um si zed
enterprises and internediaries: information on technol ogy, business and
i nvest ment opportunities; matching and pre-sel ection of prospective business
partners; support services (market and feasibility studies, technol ogy
eval uation, contract negotiation); finance syndication (loan, venture
capital, grants, incentives); and product marketing. The total val ue of
technol ogy transfer contracts anong snmall and nmedi um si zed enterprises
facilitated by the Centre in 1996 was nore than $60 mllion

(e) Technol ogy transfer and nmarketing mechani sms: The Asian and
Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technol ogy uses the follow ng technol ogy
transfer nechani sns: partnerships with intermedi aries (consultants,

t echnol ogy brokers, chanbers of comerce, industrial associations, business
information centres) offering conplinentary technol ogy transfer services;

i nternational networks of technol ogy brokers; a technol ogy transfer databank
whi ch is updated every day; technol ogy transfer periodicals (Asia-Pacific
Tech Monitor; Catal ogue of International Technol ogy and Busi ness
Opportunities; Val ue- Added Technol ogy Infornmation Service) which are

di ssem nated in nore than 70 countries all over the world; and business
neeti ngs, workshops and traini ng progranmnes;

(f) Technol ogy managenent programmes: The Centre is actively
i nvol ved in strengthening technol ogy managenent capabilities at the
institutional and enterprises level and in enhancing their capacity to
synergi ze various factors involved in technol ogy transfer and devel opnent.
The Centre undertakes continuously to refined its existing technol ogy
managemnment programes to pronote regional cooperation and to achi eve
sust ai nabl e growt h and devel opnent in nenber countries;

(9) Reports, docunents, periodicals and other publications: The
Centre publishes a variety of reports, docunents and periodicals, including
the Catal ogue of International Technol ogy Opportunities (updated quarterly);
Asia Pacific Tech Monitor a binmonthly publication, which has a w de
readership in nmenber countries); and Val ue Added Technol ogy | nfornation
Service in the Areas of Non-Conventional Energy, Waste Technol ogy, Orone
Layer Protection, Biotechnol ogy and Food Processing (binonthly);

(h) Wonen entrepreneurshi p devel opment: The Centre designs and
i npl enents a variety of programes ainmed at encouragi ng the nore effective
participation of wonen in the field of technol ogy, including strengthening
the capacity of institutions conducting technical and entrepreneurship
training for wonmen in the manufacturing sector and strengthening the
institutional |inkages of agencies supporting entrepreneurship devel opnent in
participating countries;

(i) Envi ronnental protection: The Centre is concentrating its
activities on environmental issues in the Asia-Pacific region by identifying,
pronoting and transferring environmental Iy sound technol ogi es. To reach these
targets, the Centre has built up an environnental network consisting of:
human resources avail able for the regi on; appropriate technol ogies (both
denonstration and state-of-the-art technol ogies) for the region; and
i nformation transfer strategies. The activities enconpass the foll ow ng
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areas: waste nmanagenent and technol ogies; air pollution; waste-water
cleaning and purification; ozone |layer conservation and protection; energy
ef fici ency and non-conventi onal energy sources, soil renediation, and

bi ot echnol ogy;

(j) Technol ogy nanagenent capacity-building: The Centre continuously
refines its technol ogy nanagenent programes to strengthen the nationa
capabilities and pronote regional cooperation. It works in areas such as:

t echnol ogy acqui sition; technol ogy nonitoring and assessnent; technol ogy

eval uation; valuation of intellectual property rights; and environnenta
managemnment issues relating to snall and nmedi um sized enterprises. The Centre
is further organi zing progranmes to enhance techni cal cooperation between
devel opi ng countries in selected industrial sectors with the active

partici pation of research and devel opnent agenci es and enterprises.

4. Cost and fundi ng aspects

128. The administrative costs and host facilities of the Asian and Pacific
Centre for Transfer of Technology are provided by the Governnment of India
Annual contributions are nade by nenber countries. |In addition, sone
projects, such as the International Network for Transfer of Environnentally
Sound Technol ogi es, are funded through nmenbership fees.

H  Capacity-building networks under the CECD Devel opnent
Assi stance Conmittee

129. The OECD Devel oprment Assistance Committee is conposed of OECD nenber
countries which have agreed to work to expand the total volunme of resources
nmade avail able to devel oping countries and to inprove aid effectiveness.
Created in 1960, the CECD Devel opnent Assistance Conmittee is the principa
body t hrough which CECD addresses issues related to cooperation with
devel opi ng countries. The Committee is one of the key forums in which mjor
bil ateral donors work together to increase the effectiveness of their comobn
effort to support sustainabl e devel opnent.

130. In 1989, the CECD Devel opnent Assistance Conmittee set up a working
party on devel opnent assi stance and the environnent to strengthen the
contribution of aid policies and progranmes to sustai nabl e devel opnent. This
group prepares guidelines and recommendati on on aid and environment, draft
reports on issues concerning aid and the environnent, and endeavours to boost
t he anount, of financial and technical assistance ainmed at environnenta
protection and to enhance its coordi nation, and effectiveness.

1. bjective and purpose

131. The nission of the OECD Devel opnment Assistance Conmittee is to
encourage and i nprove coordi nated, integrated, effective and adequately
financed aid international efforts in support of sustainable econom ¢ and
soci al devel opnent. The mission of the Conmmittee's working party on

devel opnent assistance and the environnent is to help policy makers and
practitioners in donor agencies and devel oping countries prepare strategies
to address serious national, regional and international environnenta
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concerns within this larger context. The mission of the specific guidelines
on environnmental aid are to specify the role of aid agencies in assisting
devel opi ng countries' policies on the relevant environnental issues.

2. Legal and operational establishnent

132. The OECD Devel oprent Assi stance Group, which was set up in 1960, was
transformed into the OECD Devel opnent Assistance Conmittee in 1961 when OECD
repl aced the earlier Oganization for European Econoni c Cooperation

3. Design and operation

133. The OECD Devel opnent Assistance Committee attenpts to expand the tota
vol ure of resources made available to devel oping countries and to i nprove aid
ef fectiveness. |t acts as the principal body through which OECD addresses

i ssues related to cooperation with devel oping countries. The Comittee al so
researches and publishes reports and statistics on aid, capacity-building and
other resource flows to devel oping countries and countries with economes in
transition and related matters. The working party on devel opnent assi stance
and the environnent works on issues within its conpetency. OECD Devel oprent
Assi stance Conmittee reports and statistics one considered credible, often
authoritative, within many scholarly communities and are w dely used and
frequently cited in publications related to devel opnent. WMst of the reports
and statistics are available on the internet or in regular publications. A
snal | er nunber are available only to OECD nenbers.

134. The work of the CECD Devel opnent Assistance Conmittee is concerned
increasingly with support for efforts in devel oping countries to strengthen

| ocal capacities to pursue integrated devel opnment strategies. The Conmittee's
1995 policy statenment, entitled "devel opment partnerships in the new gl oba
context", identified the followi ng as key el enents that need to be integrated
in strategies for sustainable devel opnment: a sound policy framework
encour agi ng stable, growi ng econonmies with full scope for a vigorous private
sector and an adequate fiscal base; investnent in social devel opnent,

especi ally education, prinmary health care, and popul ation activities;
enhanced participation of all people, and in particular wonen, in economc
and political life, and the reduction of social inequalities; good governance
and public managenent, denocratic accountability, the protection of hunan
rights and the rule of |aw, sustainable environnental practices; addressing
root causes of potential conflict, limting mlitary expenditure, and
targeting reconstruction and peace-building efforts towards |onger-term
reconciliation and devel opnent.

135. The CECD Devel opnent Assi stance Conmittee engages in four principa
types of activities as part of its efforts to encourage and inprove financi al
and techni cal assistance:

(a) It adopts policy guidelines for Menbers to follow in the conduct
of their devel opnent cooperation programres. These guidelines reflect the
vi ews and experience of the menbers and benefit frominput by rmultilatera
institutions and individual experts, including experts from devel opi ng
countries;
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(b) It conducts critical, peer reviews of its nenbers' programes in
devel opnent cooperation. These reviews, occurring at three-year intervals,
exam ne: how each rel evant nenber progranme applies policy guidance fromthe
Conmittee; how the progranme is managed (i ncluding coordinati on with other
donors); the coherence of other policies with devel opnent objectives; and the
trends in the volunme and all ocation of resources. Each reviewis based on an
i nvestigation by the secretariat and exam ners appointed fromtwo nenber
countries. The study includes broad consultations in the capital of the
donor under review and, in nost cases, a visit to one or nore of that donor’s
field mssions. The process culmnates in a neeting of the full Devel opnent
Assi stance Conmittee, at which the nmajor issues identified in the exam nation
are di scussed;

(c) It provides a forum for dial ogue, exchange of experience and the
bui |l di ng of international consensus on policy and nmanagenent issues of
interest to nenbers; and

(d) It publishes detailed reports and statistics on a wide variety of
i ssues related to resource flows to devel oping countries and countries with
economies in transition and related matters. These authoritative statistics
and reports are widely used and frequently cited in publications related to
devel opnent .

136. Wth regard to chenicals, the OECD Devel opnent Assistance Conmittee
ains to assist in obtaining appropriate information on chemicals on a tinely
basis. It helps integrate national information systenms with networks

coordi nated or nanaged by international and regi onal organizations and
facilitates the involvenment of |ocal communities and other relevant parties.

137. The CECD Devel opnment Assistance Conmittee is one of nore than two dozen
specialized main committees under OECD. The Devel opnent Assi stance
Conmmittee, however, has three distinctive features. First, it neets nore
frequently than other comrittees (at least 15 tines a year) and its Chair is
based at CECD headquarters. Second, it has the power to make reconmendati ons
in matters within its conpetence directly to countries on the Cormittee as
well as to the Council. Third, its Chair issues an annual report on the
efforts and policies of the Conmittee nenbers. This report has becone a
standard reference in the field of devel opnent cooperation

138. CECD Devel opnent Assistance Conmittee neetings are attended by

Pari s-based del egates of nenber countries and by officials from nmenber
country capitals. Once a year, senior level officials fromaid agencies
gather to take stock of the overall aid effort and to review the OECD

Devel opnent Assi stance Committee's work on current policy issues. The
Committee al so holds an annual high-1evel neeting, in which participants are
m nisters or heads of aid agencies. The high-level neeting provides an
opportunity, at a political level, to adopt basic policy directions for the
work of the Committee and the common efforts of its nenbers. Menbers of the
CECD Devel opnent Assistance Conmittee are expected to agree on certain common
obj ecti ves concerning the conduct of their aid progranmmes.

139. The CECD Devel oprment Assi stance Conmittee can establish working
parties, expert groups, tenporary task forces and informal networks, in which
nmenbers are generally represented by specialists, to work in particular
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i ssue-areas. Their respective nandates reflect major ongoing orientations of
the Conmittee: the financial aspects of devel opnent assistance; devel opnent
assi stance, the environnent; statistics; aid evaluation; gender equality;
partici patory devel opnment and good governance; conflict, peace and

devel opnent; and institutional and capacity devel opnent. The work of the
CECD Devel opnent Assistance Conmittee is supported by the Devel opnent
Cooperation Directorate, one of a nunber of such directorates in OECD. The
Devel opnent Cooperation Directorate secretariat has a staff of approximately
40 professionals, plus support staff, organized into four divisions: on peer
review and policy nonitoring; on resource nobilization and private sector
devel opnent; on the strategi c nanagenent of devel opnent cooperation; and on
the reporting systens.

140. The Devel opment Cooperation Directorate is recogni zed as a | eader in

t he gathering, analysis and di ssem nation of statistical and other

i nformati on on official devel opnent assistance, non-aid resource flows to
devel opi ng countries and the outstandi ng debt of devel opi ng and ot her non-
CECD countries. The Directorate's Reporting Systens Division conpiles
statistics on aggregate flows of aid and other resources, including their
type, terns, sectoral breakdown, and geographi cal distribution anong
devel opi ng countries. The division also conpiles data on resource flows to
the countries in Central and Eastern Europe and the new y independent States
of the former Soviet Union

141. CECD Devel opnent Assistance Conmittee statistics aimto neet the needs
of policy makers in the field of devel opnent cooperation and to provide a
nmeans of assessing the conparative performance of aid donors. They are used
extensively in the peer reviews conducted for each nenber every three to four
years; to neasure donors' conpliance with various internationa
reconmendations in the field of devel opnent cooperation (ternms, volune); and
as one basis for OECD and ot her anal yses of many issues related to the
provision of financial and technical assistance, aid, capacity-building,
devel opnent and devel opnent cooperation

142. The OECD Devel opnent Assistance Committee issues a nunber of reports of
concern to capacity-building networks and the provision of financial and
techni cal assistance. |Its guidelines on environment and aid are designed to
hel p policynmakers as well as practitioners in donor agencies and devel opi ng
countries devise strategies to address serious national, regional and

i nternational environnmental concerns. They are ainmed at assisting Comittee
nmenbers to i nprove and coordinate policies that will integrate devel oprent
and environnent inperatives. Chenicals-related guidelines include the
Quidelines for Aid Agencies on Chenicals Managenent; and the Quidelines for
Ai d Agenci es on Pest and Pestici de Managenent. Funding activities have

i ncluded training and i nformati on, assistance for the selection of |east
toxic alternatives and safe storage and | abeling. Funds have al so soneti nmes
been allocated to support the participation of devel opi ng country
representatives in international mneetings.

4. Cost and fundi ng aspects

143. The operation of the CECD Devel opnent Assistance Conmittee is supported
by its nenbers. Costs within the Conmittee and the working group on the
envi ronnent include those for the Devel opnent Cooperation Directorate, the
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peer reviews, the collection of statistics, the creditor reporting system
and the drafting and publication of reports as well as standard conputer and
of fi ce expenses.

I. Potential capacity-building network under |FCS

144. The third neeting of the Intersessional Goup of |IFCS in Decenber 1998
i ncluded a thematic session on strengthening national capabilities and
capacities for the sound nanagenent of chemicals. During the session, a
wor ki ng group di scussed a proposal for the devel opnent of a capacity-building
network for the sound managenent of chenicals, to enhance coordi nation and
cooperation and to devel op partnerships to assist both devel opi ng and

devel oped countries to enhance the effectiveness of capacity-building
projects. The proposal received broad-based support. The neeting stated
that it supported the establishnment of a capacity-building network for the
sound nanagenent of chemicals. It invited the United Nations Institute on
Trai ning and Research (UNITAR), in collaboration with other

I nter-Organi zati on Programme on the Sound Managenent of Chemicals (I OVQ)
partici pating organi zations, including UNEP, FAO, OECD, the Wrld Health
Organi zation (WHO), International Labour Organization (I1LO and the

United Nations Industrial Devel opment Organization (UNIDO, countries and
other interested parties, to develop draft terns of reference for the
networ k, for discussion and possible adoption at the third session of IFCS in
2000.

145. In response to that invitation, UN TAR prepared a short discussion
paper to provide a starting point for discussion anong interested parties.
On 25-26 January 2000, UNI TAR convened a neeting of sone 30 representatives
of Governments, international organizations and ot her stakehol ders invol ved
in capacity-building activities to discuss the paper and prepare draft terns
of reference for the capacity-building network for the sound managenent of
chemicals. The results of this nmeeting have been incorporated into a
deci si on docunent for the third session of |IFCS schedul ed for Cctober 2000.
The information that follows is summari zed fromthat documnent

(1 FCS/FORUM 111/ 12w) .

1. Overall goal

146. The capacity-building network on the sound managenent of chenicals
bei ng considered within I FCS would be a nultifaceted informati on exchange
nmechani sm desi gned to enhance effective cooperation anong countries and
organi zations that provide and/or receive assistance related to the sound
managenent of chemicals. The network, as proposed, would have an overall and
long-termgoal of facilitating the systemati c exchange and public accessible
i nfornmati on and experiences that are relevant to planning, inplenenting,

eval uati ng and coordinating capacity-building projects for the sound
managenment of chemicals. As such, it would contribute to international
regional, and national efforts to raise awareness about the need for

i ncreased assistance to strengthen national capacities and capabilities for
t he sound rmanagenent of chem cals.
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2. Policy franmework

147. The capacity-building network on the sound managenent of chenicals, as
proposed, woul d be endorsed and advi sed by the | FCS. The networ k woul d

foll ow the general |FCS principles of cooperation, i.e., involvenment of and
part nershi ps anong Governments, international organizations, and

non- gover nent al organi zati ons to pronote the sound managenment of chenicals
inall countries. The network would provide a general framework for ensuring
I i nkages anong gl obal, regional and national capacity-building activities,

i ncluding those facilitated through I FCS regional groups and in the context
of international agreenents involving chenicals managenent.

3. Activities and services

148. Activities inplenmented through, and services provided by the
capaci ty-buil di ng network on the sound managenent of chem cals, as proposed,
woul d i nvol ve

(a) Devel opi ng a nechani smin which countries that seek externa
assi stance can provide infornmati on about relevant activities and needs to
potential external partners;

(b) Providing interested parties with up-to-date information on past,
ongoi ng, and pl anned capacity-building projects inplenented by countries and
organi zati ons providi ng external assistance;

(c) Provi di ng Governnments and ot her stakehol der groups in countries
seeki ng assistance, with information about technical assistance and funding
sources available fromcountries and organi zati ons that provide support,

i ncluding information on how to apply for such assistance;

(d) Ensuring that gui dance and training naterial devel oped and used
by countries and organi zations is better know and accessible to al
i nterested parties; and

(e) Ensuring that practical |essons |earned through rel evant projects
for the sound managenment of chemicals are shared with others as a basis for
nore effective inplenentation of future projects.

4. Qperation

149. The capacity-building network on the sound managenent of chenicals, as
proposed, would not have any inplenenting functions. Certain coordination

i nformation exchange and related functi ons woul d, however, be undertaken by a
central coordi nating node or by one of the network’s partners. Various
locations for the central node will be considered including: wthin a
country participating in IFCS;, within the | FCS secretariat; or within an

i ntergovernnental organization active in the field of chem cals managenent
capacity-building (e.g., one of the GEF i nplenmenting agenci es — UNEP, UNDP or
Wirld Bank; or UNITAR). Specific functions of the central coordinating node
woul d i nclude overseeing the devel opnent of network services, devel opi ng and
mai ntai ning a central Internet honepage, serving as the secretariat for the
network’s advi sory group, and maintaini ng conmuni cation with participating
countries and organi zations. An advisory or steering group conprised of
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countries, intergovernnental organizations and stakehol der non-governnenta
organi zati ons woul d provi de guidance to the network and nobilize externa
support.

5. Cost and fundi ng aspects

150. Countries and organi zati ons which are in a position to do so, would be
encouraged to support the devel opnent and operation of the capacity-building
network on the sound managenent of chemicals. Such support could include:

(a) Taking the lead for coordinating or inplenenting a particul ar
net work service

(b) Providing financial contributions to the organi zati on housi ng the
central coordi nating node of the network; or

(c) Secondi ng staff to that organization



