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Format for submitting pursuant to Article 8 of the Stockholm Convention the information specified in Annex E of the Convention

	Introductory information

	Name of the submitting Party/observer
	Japan

	Contact details (name, telephone, e‑mail) of the submitting Party/observer
	Mai INAMURA

Global Environmental Div.,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan
Tel : +81(0)3-3580-3311 ext. 5514
E-mail : mai.inamura@mofa.go.jp

	Chemical name 

(as used by the POPS Review Committee (POPRC))
	Commercial mixture octabromodiphenyl ether

	Date of submission
	9/Feb/2007


	(a) Sources, including as appropriate (provide summary information and relevant references)

	(i) Production data:
	

	
Quantity
	

	
Location
	

	             Other
	There’s possibility to contain octabromodiphenyl ether in commercial decabromodiphenyl ether.

	(ii) Uses
	Trends of demand for OctaBDE in Japan (estimate) are shown below.
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3
(Source: The Chemical Daily Co., Ltd.1986-1992
: Flame Retardent Chemicals Association of Japan (FRCJ)1993-2002)

	(iii) Releases:
	The Ministry of the Environment, Japan, has surveyed several objects at 6 flame-retarding plastic forming process facilities in FY 2004. The objects were gas-emmission related sites, water-effluent related sites, flame retardants, intermediates and flame retarding products. The maximum concentrations for each object were 260 ng/m3N, 8.0 ng/L, 490 μg/g, 4.9 μg/g and 160 μg/g, respectively.

It also surveyed at 3 sewage treatment plants in FY 2004. The objects were gas-emmission related sites and water-effluent related sites, and the maximum concentrations were 1.0 ng/m3N and 5.4 ng/L, respectively.

The range of the concentration is shown in the tables below.

Table 1. Survey results at retarding plastic forming process facilities

object

Number of sites/ facilities
Concentration of OctaBDE

gas emission
7/ 6

0.089-260 ng/m3N
water effluent
8/ 6
0.022-8.0 ng/L

flame retardant
6/ 3
0.0094-490 μg/g

intermediates
3 /3
0.0083-4.9 μg/g

flame retarding product

3/ 3
46-160 μg/g

flame retardant: DeBDE; brominated flame retardant
intermediates: DeBDE containing compound; brominated flame retardant containing compound
flame retarding product: DeBDE containing sheet; DeBDE containing film
Table 2. Survey results at sewage treatment plants
object

Number of sites/ facilities
Concentration of OctaBDE

gas emission
6/ 3
ND-1.0 ng/m3N
water effluent
6/ 3
0.026-5.4 ng/L

The source is only in Japanese. (http://www.env.go.jp/air/report/h18-07/index.html)

	
Discharges
	

	
Losses
	

	
Emissions
	

	             Other
	


	(b) Hazard assessment for endpoints of concern, including consideration of toxicological interactions involving multiple chemicals (provide summary information and relevant references)

	


	(c) Environmental fate (provide summary information and relevant references)

	Chemical/physical properties
	

	Persistence
	

	How are chemical/physical properties and persistence linked to environmental transport, transfer within and between environmental compartments, degradation and transformation to other chemicals?
	

	Bio-concentration or bio-accumulation factor, based on measured values (unless monitoring data are judged to meet this need)
	


	(d) Monitoring data (provide summary information and relevant references)

	The Ministry of the Environment, Japan, has monitored OctaBDE in several media since FY1987. In FY 1987 and 1988, it surveyed 75 and 147 water specimens across the country, respectively. But none have detected OctaBDE at the detection limit of 100 and 70 ng/L, respectively. It additionally surveyed 114 water specimens in FY 2003 and also detected no OctaBDE at the minimum detectable level of 3 ng/L.

It also surveyed 51 bottom sediment specimens across the country in FY 1987, and detected OctaBDE in 3 specimens with the detection limit of 7 ng/g-dry. The range of the concentration was 8-21 ng/g-dry. In addition, it surveyed a total of 135 bottom sediment specimens in FY 1988 and detected OctaBDE in 3 specimens, with the detection limit of 5 ng/g-dry, which shows that the concentration of OctaBDE was 15-22 ng/g-dry.
It has surveyed specimens of fish across the country since FY 1987. The surveys on 75 specimens in FY 1987 and 144 specimens in FY 1988 show that no OctaBDE was detected in any specimens at the detection limit of 5and 4 ng/g-wet, respectively. The recent survey in FY 2003 on the 27 fish specimens shows that OctaBDE was detected in 23 specimens with the improved detection limit of 0.0007 ng/g-wet. The concentration was 0.001 to 0.064 ng/g-wet for fish.
(See http://www.env.go.jp/chemi/kurohon/en/http2004e/index.html and http://www.env.go.jp/chemi/kurohon/en/http2004e/03-cie/summary2004.pdf)




	(e) Exposure in local areas (provide summary information and relevant references)

	- general
	

	- as a result of long‑range environmental transport
	

	- information regarding bio-availability
	


	(f) National and international risk evaluations, assessments or profiles and labelling information and hazard classifications, as available (provide summary information and relevant references)

	


	(g) Status of the chemical under international conventions

	


___________________________
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