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I.  Opening of the meeting

1. The third meeting of the Conference of the Parties of the Stockholm Convention on Persistent
Organic Pollutants was held at the Méridien President Hotel, Dakar, Senegal, from 30 April to 4 May

2007.

2. The meeting commenced at 10.45 a.m. on Monday, 30 April 2007, with welcoming comments

by Mr. Abdoulaye Wade, President of Senegal, whose entry to the conference hall was marked by a
rousing performance of traditional drumming. Mr. Wade introduced Mr. Nicholas Kiddle

(New Zealand), outgoing President of the Conference of the Parties, who delivered an opening address
and formally declared the meeting open.

3. Additional opening statements were made by Mr. Bakary Kante, Director, Division of
Environmental Law and Conventions, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), speaking on
behalf of Mr. Achim Steiner, Executive Director of UNEP, and Mr. Wade.

4, In his address, Mr. Kiddle thanked the Government of Senegal for hosting the current meeting,
noting that it was especially valuable to hold such gatherings in developing countries because it raised
awareness of United Nations environmental and human health goals and the ways that the Stockholm
Convention could help meet them. He said that much had been achieved in the past year and drew
attention to the work of the Convention’s subsidiary bodies and the success of efforts to draft persistent
organic pollutants waste guidelines and to enhance coordination among the Stockholm Convention, the
Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and
Pesticides in International Trade and the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary
Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal. He praised those Governments that had drafted
national implementation plans and needs assessments and called on others to do so in order to build a
comprehensive picture of needs requirements. The Global Environment Facility’s recent moves to
review and revise its strategies on persistent organic pollutants and on cross-cutting chemicals
management promised to create a more sustainable financial base for implementation of the
Convention.

5. On behalf of Mr. Steiner, Mr. Kante paid tribute to the efforts of the Governments present to
implement the Convention since its entry into force. He stressed that the Convention was of key
importance because it addressed issues of environmental and human health and cited the example of
DDT use to illustrate the threats that persistent organic pollutants posed and the obstacles to ending their
use. Saying that the Convention had an important role to play alongside the Basel and Rotterdam
Conventions and the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management, he pledged that
UNEP would support the promotion of synergies among the three conventions. The Conference, he
suggested, should consider how to emulate the success of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that
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Deplete the Ozone Layer, which had been in force for 20 years. There was also a need to address the
issue of alternatives to persistent organic pollutants and it was vital to ensure that the industrial and
non-governmental sectors contributed to that work.

6. Mr. Wade said that certain chemicals developed in the past to combat disease and increase
agricultural productivity now constituted a threat to human health and the environment. DDT, for
example, continued to be vital in the fight against malaria, especially in the poorest countries, but was a
known threat to health and environment whose use had to be eliminated as soon as effective and
affordable alternatives could be identified. There was, therefore, an urgent need for increased
international research and the development of alternatives. The capacity of persistent organic pollutants
for long-range, transboundary movement made them a global problem that could only be solved through
joint efforts.

7. The growing number of Governments that had ratified multilateral environmental agreements in
recent years, he said, demonstrated an increased international awareness of the importance of
sustainable development and the interplay of economic growth, social progress and protection of human
health and the environment. Such agreements were not always implemented, however, and both
compliance and enforcement were sometimes lacking. He praised efforts to increase synergies between
the Stockholm, Rotterdam and Basel Conventions and encouraged intergovernmental organizations to
pursue similar cooperation. He concluded by saying that for developing countries in particular the
solution to the persistent organic pollutants problem lay not only in identifying resources to implement
the Convention but in actually mobilizing them by moving from talk to action.

Organizational matters

Attendance

8. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following Parties: Algeria, Antigua and
Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Barbados, Belgium, Benin, Brazil,
Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Canada, Chad, Chile, China, Cote d’lvoire, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Djibouti, Ethiopia, European Community, Finland, France, Germany, Ghana, Honduras,
Iceland, India, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kiribati, Kuwait, Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, Latvia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Mali,
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nauru, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Republic of
Moldova, Romania, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Senegal, Slovakia,
Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Venezuela (Bolivarian
Republic of) and Zambia.

9. In addition, the meeting was attended by representatives of the following countries as observers:
Burundi, Comoros, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gambia, Indonesia, Iraq, Israel, Italy,
Malaysia, Nigeria, Pakistan, Poland, Russian Federation, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Turkey,
United Arab Emirates, United States of America and Zimbabwe.

10. The representative of Palestine attended the meeting as an observer.

11. The following United Nations bodies and specialized agencies were represented as observers:
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, Global Environment Facility, United Nations
Development Programme, United Nations Industrial Development Organization, United Nations
Institute for Training and Research, United Nations University, World Bank and World Health
Organization.

12. The following intergovernmental organizations were represented as observers: Basel
Convention Regional Centre for Francophone Africa, Pacific Regional Environment Programme.

13. Non-governmental organizations were represented as observers. The names of those
organizations are included in the list of participants (UNEP/POPS/COP.3/INF/34).

Election of officers
14. The Conference elected Mr. Thierno Lo (Senegal) as President of the Conference to replace

Mr. Kiddle, whose term of office ended with the commencement of the current session in accordance
with rule 22 of the rules of procedure.
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15. Pursuant to paragraph 1 of rule 22, the following Vice-Presidents elected at the second meeting
of the Conference served during the current meeting:

Ms. Anahit Aleksandryna (Armenia)

Mr. Desiré Ouedraogo (Burkina Faso)

Ms. Katya Stanke Vasileva (Bulgaria)

Mr. Nicholas Kiddle (New Zealand)

Mr. Jan-Karel B.H. Kwisthout (Netherlands)

Mr. Fernando Lugris (Uruguay)
16. Pursuant to rule 22, Mr. Kwisthout also served as Rapporteur.
17. Several vice-presidents elected at the second meeting of the Conference, Mr. Deon Stewart
(Bahamas), Mr. Tarek Eid Mohammed Mahmoud EI-Ruby (Egypt), Mr. Naresh Dayal (India) and
Ms. Navaan-Yunden Oyundari (Mongolia), were unable to attend the current meeting. Accordingly,
Mr. Linroy Christian (Antigua and Barbuda) was elected to serve in place of Mr. Stewart, Mr. R.K.
Vaish (India) was elected to serve in place of Mr. Dayel and Mr. Undes Lkhagra (Mongolia) was
elected to serve in place of Ms. Oyundari. Also, in accordance with paragraph 1 of rule 22, which states
that the Bureau is to consist of two representatives from each of the five United Nations regions, the

African region seat on the Bureau which Mr. EI-Ruby had occupied was allocated to Mr. Lo, who
occupied it as President of the Conference.

18. The Conference elected the following Vice-Presidents, whose terms of office commenced upon
the closure of the third meeting of the Parties and would run until the closure of the fourth meeting of
the Parties in accordance with paragraph 2 of rule 22 of the rules of procedure:

Mr. Linroy Christian (Antigua and Barbuda)

Mr. Yue Ruisheng (China)

Ms. Katarina Sebkova (Czech Republic)

Mr. Nassereddin Heidari (Islamic Republic of Iran)

Mr. Atle Berndt Fretheim (Norway)

Ms. Liudmila Marduhaeva (Republic of Moldova)

Mr. John Raoberts (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland)
Mr. Fernando Lugris (Uruguay)

Mr. Edward Zulu (Zambia)

C.  Adoption of the agenda
19. The Conference adopted the following agenda, on the basis of the provisional agenda contained
in document UNEP/POPS/COP.3/1.:
1. Opening of the meeting.
2. Organizational matters:
@ Election of officers;
(b) Adoption of the agenda;

(© Organization of work.

3. Rules of procedure for the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies.

4. Report on the credentials of representatives to the third meeting of the Conference of the
Parties.

5. Matters for consideration or action by the Conference of the Parties:

@) Measures to reduce or eliminate releases from intentional production and use:
0] DDT,;
(i) Exemptions;

(iii)  Evaluation of the continued need for the procedure under paragraph 2 (b)
of Article 3;
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(b) Measures to reduce or eliminate releases from unintentional production:
M Best available techniques and best environmental practices;
(i) Identification and quantification of releases;
() Measures to reduce or eliminate releases from wastes;
(d) Implementation plans;
(e) Listing chemicals in Annexes A, B or C of the Convention;
)] Information exchange;
(9) Technical assistance;
(h) Financial resources;
Q) Reporting;
{)) Effectiveness evaluation;
(k) Non-compliance;
() Synergies.
6 Activities of the Secretariat and adoption of the budget.
7 Venue and date of the fourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties.
8. Other matters.
9 Adoption of the report.

10. Closure of the meeting.

Organization of work

20. In carrying out its work at the current meeting, the Conference had before it working and
information documents pertaining to the various items on the meeting agenda. Those documents, listed
according to the agenda items to which they pertain, are set out in annex Il to the present report.

21. The Conference agreed to establish a committee of the whole, chaired by Mr. Karel Blaha
(Czech Republic), to work on agenda item 5 and to prepare and approve draft decisions for
consideration by the Conference. The Conference also agreed to establish a budget group, which was to
select its own chair, that would consider matters under agenda item 6, Activities of the Secretariat and
adoption of the budget, and would prepare one or more draft decisions for consideration by the
Conference. The Conference also agreed to establish such other contact and drafting groups as it
considered necessary.

Rules of procedure for the Conference of the Parties and its
subsidiary bodies

22. Introducing the item, the representative of the Secretariat noted that the issue for consideration
by the Conference was whether to adopt the second sentence of paragraph 1 of rule 45 of the rules of
procedure set out in the annex to decision SC-1/1, relating to the adoption of decisions on substantive
matters by consensus or by two-thirds majority vote. The Conference had at its first meeting adopted
those rules of procedure in their entirety with the exception of that sentence, which had been enclosed in
square brackets to indicate that it had not been adopted. At its second meeting the Conference had
considered the same issue and had agreed to defer taking a formal decision at that time.

23. The Conference agreed that it would not take a formal decision on the item at the current
meeting, that the square brackets around the second sentence of paragraph 45 would remain in place and
that, until it decided otherwise, it would continue to decide substantive matters by consensus.
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V.

Report on the credentials of representatives to the second
meeting of the Conference of the Parties

24. Introducing the item, the representative of the Secretariat recalled that, in accordance with rule
20 of the rules of procedure, the Bureau would examine the credentials of the representatives
participating in the current meeting and submit a report to the Conference on the results of its
examination during the current meeting. He also recalled that at the second meeting of the Conference
the Bureau had noted with concern that a number of Parties had failed to submit credentials in the
correct form and that it had urged all Parties to follow the correct procedures for submission of
credentials in the future and had recommended that the Bureau of the third meeting of the Conference
consider a different approach to examination of credentials based on the procedures followed by the
governing bodies of other multilateral environmental agreements, pursuant to which Parties who failed
to submit proper credentials were permitted to participate as observers only.

25. Under the item, the representative of the Secretariat also provided a brief summary of the status
of ratifications of the Convention, noting that 138 Parties had lodged instruments of ratification or
accession with the Depositary for the Stockholm Convention prior to the deadline for participation as
Parties at the current meeting, which was 30 January 2007. Six other States had lodged their instruments
after 30 January 2007 and were therefore entitled to participate as observers.

26. On the morning of Friday, 4 May, the Bureau reported that it had examined the credentials of
the representatives of the 95 Parties that had registered for the meeting. Of those, 89 had submitted
credentials in proper form. Two Parties, Nigeria and the United Arab Emirates, had submitted
credentials in the form of letters from their embassy or ministry for foreign affairs signed by officials
other than the minister for foreign affairs. Four Parties, Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Gambia and the Syrian Arab Republic, did not submit credentials for their representatives. The
Conference accordingly agreed that the latter six Parties would be recorded in the present report as
having participated in the current meeting as observers. The report of the Bureau on credentials is set
out in annex 111 to the present report.

Matters for consideration or action by the Conference of the
Parties

Measures to reduce or eliminate releases from intentional production and use
DDT

217. Introducing the sub-item, the representative of the Secretariat reported that, in accordance with
decision SC-3/2, the Secretariat, in cooperation with the World Health Organization, had taken steps to
review the process for the reporting, assessment and evaluation of the continued use of DDT for disease
vector control and to provide guidance to the Conference at its current meeting. He drew attention to the
findings of that review, which were set out in the annex to document UNEP/POPS/COP.3/4, and to the
report of an expert group meeting on the production and use of DDT and its alternatives for disease
vector control, which contained a proposal for the creation of a business plan to enhance global
partnerships for the development and deployment of alternatives to DDT. He added that, in consultation
with the expert group and the World Health Organization, the Secretariat had prepared a revised version
of the questionnaire on DDT production and use that the Conference had adopted with its

decision SC-1/25.

28. In the ensuing discussion, many representatives stressed that DDT remained a vital component
of disease vector control strategies; some said that they were considering resuming its use and several
suggested that climate change could increase reliance on DDT by contributing to the spread of malaria.
There was broad agreement, however, that efforts should be made to eliminate DDT use in the long
term: among the widespread concerns about the dangers to human health and the environment was the
fear that DDT, if used too liberally or for purposes unrelated to disease control, would lead to the
resistance of vectors. Reference was made to the commitment of the World Health Organization to
promote the reduction of reliance on DDT while strengthening malaria vector control. Some
representatives called on Parties to report on DDT use in an accurate and timely fashion and
commended the Secretariat on the improved version of the questionnaire. Others called for international
collaboration to strengthen the capacity of Parties to meet their reporting obligations. In order to
mitigate the negative effects of ending DDT use, there were widespread calls for efforts to identify
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locally safe, effective and affordable alternative products, methods and strategies, and many
representatives welcomed the proposed business plan for the development and deployment of
alternatives. Some representatives also called for capacity-building and technical assistance to provide
access to and raise awareness about alternatives and integrated vector management. One representative
said that some of the components of the questionnaire for reporting by each Party on production and use
of DDT were imprecise, potentially hindering accurate completion of the questionnaire.

29. The Committee of the Whole requested the Secretariat to prepare a draft decision for its
consideration, taking into account the discussion on the sub-item. The Committee then approved the
draft decision, as orally amended, for consideration and possible adoption by the Conference of the
Parties.

30. Decision SC-3/2 on DDT, submitted by the Committee of the Whole and adopted by the
Conference of the Parties, is contained in annex | to the present report.

2. Exemptions

31 Introducing the sub-item, the representative of the Secretariat recalled that at its second meeting
the Conference of the Parties had in decision SC-2/3 agreed to resume consideration of the unresolved
issues pertaining to the review process for entries in the register of specific exemptions adopted by the
Conference at its first meeting in decision SC-1/24.

32. One representative, speaking on behalf of a regional economic integration organization and its
member States, said that extensions of exemptions should only be granted in exceptional circumstances.
He suggested that the Conference of the Parties’ guidance to the Global Environment Facility should
feature incentives intended to encourage GEF-eligible countries to reduce specific persistent organic
pollutants instead of pursuing exemptions. Some representatives said that the Persistent Organic
Pollutants Review Committee possessed the technical expertise to become usefully involved in the
review process for entries in the Register of Specific Exemptions. Others said that the Committee was
already fully occupied with other important responsibilities.

33 The Committee requested the Secretariat to prepare a draft decision for its consideration, taking
into account the discussion on the sub-item. The Committee then approved the draft decision, as orally
amended, for consideration and possible adoption by the Conference of the Parties.

34, At the time the Committee approved the draft decision for consideration by the Conference, the
representative of Australia announced that his country intended formally to withdraw its exemption
under paragraph 3 of Article 4 of the Convention for the use of mirex as a bait control for the giant
termite in Northern Australia.

35. Decision SC-3/3 on the revised process for the review of entries in the register of specific
exemptions, submitted by the Committee of the Whole and adopted as orally amended by the
Conference of the Parties, is contained in annex | to the present report.

3. Evaluation of the continued need for the procedure under paragraph 2 (b) of Article 3

36. Introducing the sub-item, the representative of the Secretariat recalled that by paragraph 7 of
Article 19 of the Convention, the Conference, at its third meeting, was required to evaluate the
continued need for the procedure contained in paragraph 2 (b) of Article 3 of the Convention, including
consideration of its effectiveness. He said that, to date, the Secretariat had received no certification from
any importer to an exporting Party specifying the intended use of chemicals listed in Annexes A or B of
the Convention, as required under paragraph 2 (b) of Article 3. He noted too that the Secretariat had
received some national reports submitted under Article 15, which required Parties to provide
information on exports of chemicals listed in Annexes A and B and, to the extent practicable, a list of
States to which exports had taken place. The Secretariat, however, had not had time to analyse those
reports prior to the current meeting.

37. The Committee requested the Secretariat to prepare a draft decision for its consideration, taking
into account the discussion on the sub-item. The Committee then approved the draft decision for
consideration and possible adoption by the Conference of the Parties.

38. Decision SC-3/4 on evaluation of the continued need for the procedure under paragraph 2 (b) of
Article 3, submitted by the Committee of the Whole and adopted by the Conference of the Parties, is
contained in annex | to the present report.
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Measures to reduce or eliminate releases from unintentional production
Best available techniques and best environmental practices

39. Introducing the sub-item, the representative of the Secretariat said that in response to decision
SC-1/19 two meetings of the Expert Group on Best Available Techniques and Best Environmental
Practices had been held, in 2005 and 2006. The Expert Group had produced a revised draft of the
guidelines on best available techniques and provisional guidance on best environmental practices. The
co-chairs of the Expert Group, Mr. Bo Wahlstrom (Sweden) and Mr. Yu Gang (China), presented
reports on the process by which the revised draft had been developed.

40. All representatives who spoke commended the work of the Expert Group and the Secretariat in
producing the revised draft. The guidelines were welcomed and most representatives supported their
immediate adoption and implementation, though one representative cautioned that some Parties might
have difficulty with immediate implementation. Most representatives agreed that the revised draft had
succeeded in accommaodating the views and needs of a wide spectrum of stakeholders, though further
financing, technical assistance, training and awareness raising would be required to enable effective
implementation of the guidelines in developing countries or countries with economies in transition. One
representative suggested urging the Global Environment Facility to consider implementation of the
guidelines as a funding priority. As regards the regional and subregional awareness-raising workshops
planned for the period 2007-2008, one representative said that priority should be given to those regions
where they were most needed. Some representatives spoke of the need to ensure that the implementation
of the guidelines took due account of local social, environmental, cultural and technological
considerations.

41. During the discussion of the sub-item, one representative indicated that with respect to the
section of the guidelines on production of pulp using elemental chlorine or chemicals generating
elemental chlorine, which concluded that the “elemental chorine-free” bleaching process offered various
advantages over the “totally chlorine-free” process, her country was of the view that the alternatives to
the method of wood pulp production using elemental chlorine should be evaluated case by case, giving
due consideration to the specific circumstances of the industrial concern that anticipated using that
method, including its location.

42. A general view emerged from the discussion that information gathered on experiences gained
during implementation and field-testing of the guidelines during the intersessional period could be used
by the Secretariat to compile a report for presentation to the Conference of the Parties at its fourth
meeting, where a decision might be made on the best means of updating the guidelines on the basis of
the knowledge gained. Several representatives stressed that the guidelines were a living document and
that the process of revision should be continuing and proactive.

43. The Committee of the Whole requested the Secretariat to prepare a draft decision for its
consideration, taking into account the discussion on the sub-item. The Committee then approved the
draft decision, as orally amended, for consideration and possible adoption by the Conference of the
Parties.

44, Decision SC-3/5 on guidelines on best available techniques and draft guidance on best
environmental practices, submitted by the Committee of the Whole and adopted by the Conference of
the Parties, is contained in annex I to the present report.

Identification and quantification of releases

45, The representative of the Secretariat outlined the documentation on the sub-item and recalled
that in its decision SC-2/5, the Conference of the Parties had requested the Secretariat to initiate an
open, transparent process to develop further and improve the usefulness of the Standardized Toolkit for
Identification and Quantification of Dioxin and Furan Releases.

46. Many representatives praised the Toolkit as an important resource. A number outlined its
contribution to the development of national implementation plans or their countries’ involvement in
projects that increased awareness of the Toolkit, supported training in its use or had otherwise featured
it in efforts to identify, quantify and reduce releases from unintentional production of persistent organic
pollutants.

47. There was nevertheless broad agreement that the Toolkit could be further enhanced. There was
general support for the proposed process for reviewing and updating the Toolkit and many
representatives also highlighted issues that they believed required additional attention. Those included
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improving emission factors, particularly in developing countries; filling in emission factors for
hexachlorobenzene (HCB) and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB); improving the usefulness, clarity and
user friendliness of the Toolkit; increasing awareness of and training on the Toolkit; developing
methodologies for addressing uncertainty; giving more attention to regional, subregional and local
variations in climatic, technological, economic, and social conditions; facilitating exchange of
experiences in using the Toolkit; ensuring the cost-effectiveness of the review, particularly considering
other budget priorities; and increasing financial and technical assistance to developing countries to
enable them to take full advantage of the Toolkit and otherwise identify, quantify, inventory and reduce
releases from unintentional production of persistent organic pollutants.

48. The representative of the World Health Organization drew attention to the fact that the
organization had in 2005 updated its toxic equivalency factors for dioxins and related compounds.

49. The Committee requested the Secretariat to prepare a draft decision for its consideration, taking
into account the discussion on the sub-item. The Committee then approved the draft decision, as orally
amended, for consideration and possible adoption by the Conference of the Parties.

50. Decision SC-3/6 on guidelines on the standardized toolkit for identification and quantification of
releases, submitted by the Committee of the Whole and adopted by the Conference of the Parties, is
contained in annex | to the present report.

C. Measures to reduce or eliminate releases from wastes

51. Introducing the sub-item, the representative of the Secretariat noted that, pursuant to a request of
the Conference of Parties at its second meeting, it had prepared a report on the technical guidelines for
the environmentally sound management of persistent organic pollutant wastes that the Conference of the
Parties to the Basel Convention had subsequently adopted by its decision VI11/16. He added that in
order to help developing country Parties and those with economies in transition to understand and
implement the guidelines, the Secretariat was, in collaboration with the secretariat of the Basel
Convention, proposing training activities.

52. In the ensuing discussion, many representatives expressed their support for the Basel
Convention guidelines. There was disagreement, however, on the role that the guidelines should play in
the context of the Stockholm Convention. Noting the requirements of paragraph 2 of Article 6 of the
Stockholm Convention and the efforts currently under way to promote synergies between the chemicals
and wastes conventions, several representatives, including that of a regional economic integration
organization and its member States, suggested that the Conference should establish levels of destruction
or irreversible transformation of persistent organic pollutants, determine methods of environmentally
sound disposal and establish low persistent organic pollutant content levels. Others argued, however,
that doing so could lead to a duplication of work done under the Basel Convention and could lead to the
emergence of conflicting rules under the two conventions as the guidelines continued to evolve.
Adopting the rules, they said, would actually diminish the synergies between the instruments. Several
representatives also stressed the need for capacity-building to enable developing countries and countries
with economies in transition to use the guidelines.

53. Following the debate and informal consultations, the Committee approved a draft decision for
consideration and possible adoption by the Conference of the Parties.

54. Following approval of the draft decision by the Committee of the Whole, one representative,
speaking on behalf of a regional economic integration organization and its member States, welcomed
the draft decision and said that when the definitions for destruction or irreversible transformation of
persistent organic pollutants and low persistent organic pollutant content levels determined under the
Basel Convention were no longer provisional the Parties upon whose behalf he spoke might wish at
some point to reconsider the decision in the context of the Stockholm Convention and that they would
work with others to improve the technical guidelines over time. One representative supported those
remarks and also joined another representative in stating that there was a need to take great care in
adapting standards elaborated under the Basel Convention to use under the Stockholm Convention
given that the essential aim of the former was to control transboundary movements of hazardous wastes
whereas the aim of the latter was to eliminate persistent organic pollutants.

55. Decision SC-3/7 on measures to reduce or eliminate releases from wastes, submitted by the
Committee of the Whole and adopted by the Conference of the Parties, is contained in annex I to the
present report.
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Implementation plans

56. Introducing the sub-item, the representative of the Secretariat drew the attention of the
Committee to the relevant documentation, outlined action taken to date in accordance with decisions
SC-1/12 and SC-2/7 and presented a list of Parties that had to date transmitted their implementation
plans to the Secretariat.

57. In the ensuing discussion, many representatives reported on the development, status or projected
delivery of their country’s national implementation plans. They expressed gratitude for the financial
assistance that their Governments had received from GEF and the technical support provided by, among
others, UNEP, the United Nations Industrial Development Organization, the United Nations Institute for
Training and Research, the United Nations Development Programme and bilateral donors, which had
been key to developing the plans. Several reported that their countries had used the guidance on national
implementation plan development that had been adopted by the Conference at its first session, but some
suggested that the complexity of the guidance had deterred many other countries from doing so. Many
emphasized that as the focus shifted from developing the plans to implementing them, it would be
crucial to mobilize increased levels of financial and technical assistance, including capacity-building
activities, to assist developing countries and countries with economies in transition to implement the
Convention. Some representatives called for consideration of how to ease the burden of co-financing
activities for developing countries. The representative of a regional economic integration organization
and its member States called on Parties to identify their implementation priorities and called for the
Secretariat to compile a report summarizing them in order to clarify countries’ technical assistance
needs.

58. General support was expressed for the draft guidance on socio-economic assessment and several
representatives offered specific suggestions for its improvement, including increasing consideration for
the costs associated with controlling additional persistent organic pollutants, enhancing the focus on
core obligations under the Convention and making it simpler, more practical and more user friendly.
Some representatives stressed that the complexity of the new guidelines necessitated that training be
provided to countries on their use. Several representatives suggested that the Secretariat consult broadly,
including in particular with GEF and experts from developing countries and countries with economies
in transition, when completing any further work on the draft guidance called for in paragraph 5 of
decision SC-1/12.

59. Following the debate, the Committee approved a draft decision for consideration and adoption
by the Conference of the Parties.

60. Decision SC-3/8 on national implementation plans, submitted by the Committee of the Whole
and adopted by the Conference of the Parties, is contained in annex | to the present report.

Listing chemicals in Annexes A, B or C of the Convention

61. Introducing the sub-item, the representative of the Secretariat reviewed the activities undertaken
by the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee, the second meeting of which had been held in
November 2006, including consideration of chemicals for listing in Annexes A, B or C of the
Convention; development of a code of practice for the treatment of confidential information; and the
treatment of isomers. She also asked the Committee of the Whole to consider a list of 14 new members
of the Review Committee who would replace those whose two-year terms of office would expire in
May 2008. Mr. Reiner Arndt (Germany), Chair of the Review Committee, delivered a report on the
work of the Committee, urging Parties to contribute to the intersessional work on the draft risk profiles
and risk management evaluations for the chemicals currently under consideration.

62. There was general approval, in the ensuing debate, of the work carried out by the Review
Committee and broad support for the possible action proposed. Some representatives urged that, in
evaluating new substances, the Review Committee give due consideration to