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I.  INTRODUCTION

1. At its fifth session, held in Johannesburg from 4 to 9 December 2000, the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for an International Legally Binding Instrument for Implementing International Action on Certain Persistent Organic Pollutants took the following decision:

"Following the approval of the draft articles, the Committee considered the matter of resolutions for submission to the Conference of Plenipotentiaries to be convened for the adoption of the convention.  The Committee noted that a number of resolutions for submission to the Conference of Plenipotentiaries had been agreed in the course of the week while approving articles (included in appendix II to the present report), and one resolution concerning the secretariat had been agreed at its fourth session (included in appendix III to the present report).  The Committee noted that time did not allow for the approval of other resolutions tabled at its fifth session (included in appendix IV to the present report) and requested the secretariat to arrange an appropriate process to complete the text of the resolutions for adoption by the Conference of Plenipotentiaries." (UNEP/POPS/INC.5/7, paragraph 85)

2. In response to this request, the secretariat has organized a preparatory meeting for the Conference of Plenipotentiaries to be held on 21 May 2001 to complete work on resolutions for the Conference of Plenipotentiaries that were tabled at the fifth session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee, but that it did not have adequate time to consider.  Those resolutions are contained in the appendix to the present note.  

3. Paragraphs 4 bis, 4 ter and 5 bis, which have been inserted into the draft resolution on interim arrangements included in the appendix, were agreed to by the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee at its fifth session.
Appendix

RESOLUTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION OF THE CONFERENCE OF PLENTIPOTENTIARIES TABLED AT THE FIFTH SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE 
THAT THE COMMITTEE DID 
NOT HAVE ADEQUATE TIME TO CONSIDER

A.  Resolution on interim arrangements
The Conference,


Having adopted the text of the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (hereinafter referred to as the "Convention");


Considering that interim arrangements are required in order expeditiously to implement international action to protect human health and the environment from certain persistent organic pollutants pending the entry into force of the Convention and to prepare for its effective operation once it enters into force;


Recalling decisions 18/32 of 25 May 1995, 19/13 C of 7 February 1997 and 20/24 of 4 February 1999 of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme on persistent organic pollutants,

I

1. 
Calls upon States and regional economic integration organizations entitled to do so, to consider signing, ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to the Convention with a view to bringing it into force as soon as possible;

II

2.
Invites the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to convene such further sessions of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (hereinafter referred to as the "Committee"), during the period between the date on which the Convention is opened for signature and the date of the opening of the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties, as are necessary to oversee the implementation, during the interim period, of international action to protect human health and the environment from persistent organic pollutants within the scope of the Convention and to prepare for and service the Conference of the Parties until the end of the fiscal year in which the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties takes place; 

3.
Invites the Committee to establish an interim subsidiary body [to discharge, during the interim period, the functions entrusted to] [to prepare for a prompt start of] the subsidiary body to be established under Article [O], paragraph [5 bis], of the Convention; 

4.
Decides that [in order to enable the prompt start for the subsidiary body referred to in paragraph 4 above] the Committee shall decide, between the date on which the Convention is opened for signature and the date of its entry into force, [on its interim composition, rules of procedure and operational guidelines] [on the interim listing of any additional chemicals under the Convention in accordance with the provisions of Articles [F], [O] and [R] and annexes D, E and F to the Convention;] 
/
4 bis.
Decides that the Committee shall develop provisional guidance on the evaluation of current and projected releases of chemicals in Annex C, including the development and maintenance of source inventories, in order to facilitate interim work under subparagraph 3 (a) (i) of Article D, for consideration by the Conference of the Parties upon the entry into force of the Convention; 
/
4 ter.
Decides also that the Committee shall develop provisional guidance on best environmental practices relevant to the provisions of paragraph 3 of Article D, for consideration by the Conference of the Parties upon the entry into force of the Convention; 2
5.
Calls on States and regional economic integration organizations to submit proposals for the listing of chemicals [in accordance with the provisions of article [F [paragraph 1]] of the Convention] [and for the interim subsidiary body to initiate the screening process and prepare them for consideration by the subsidiary body when it is established];

5 bis
Requests the interim secretariat to prepare a scoping document on the items referred to in subparagraph 4 (d) of Article D for consideration by the Committee; 2/
[5 bis.
Invites the Committee to focus its efforts during the interim period on activities that will be necessary for the effective implementation of the Convention upon its entry into force [e.g. steps to enable a prompt start of the capacity assistance networks, development of modalities and procedures relating to non-compliance and development of rules and procedures for adoption by the first Conference of the Parties.]]

6.
Appeals to States and regional economic integration organizations to participate in and apply in full the provisions of the Convention during the interim period on a voluntary basis; 

7.
Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to provide, during the interim period, secretariat services for the operation of the interim activities;

8.
Appeals to States and regional economic integration organizations to make voluntary contributions to the trust fund established by the United Nations Environment Programme in order to support the interim activities and the operation of the Conference of the Parties until the end of the fiscal year in which the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties takes place, and to ensure the full and effective participation of developing countries and countries with economies in transition in the further work of the Committee;

9. 
Calls on States and regional economic integration organizations with more advanced programmes for regulating chemicals to provide financial and technical assistance, including training, to other States and regional economic integration organizations in developing their infrastructure and capacity to reduce, with the aim of eliminating, where feasible, the uses and releases of persistent organic pollutants, as specified in the Convention, throughout their life cycle, particularly in view of the urgent need for such other States and regional economic integration organizations to participate in the effective operation of the Convention once it enters into force. 
/
B.  Resolution on a capacity assistance network
The Conference,
Convinced that the technical functions of the capacity assistance network would most efficiently and effectively be performed by the United Nations Environment Programme as the Secretariat provided for in paragraph 3 of Article P of the Convention, and that its financial functions would most efficiently and effectively be performed by the Global Environment Facility,  

Desiring, therefore, that United Nations Environment Programme as the Secretariat provided for in paragraph 3 of Article P of the Convention and the Global Environment Facility will, acting in cooperation, carry out the functions of the capacity assistance network,

Welcomes the decisions of the governing bodies of the United Nations Environment Programme and the Global Environment Facility, acting in cooperation, to take on the functions of the capacity assistance network until the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties of this Convention, with the aim of them being appointed at that meeting to carry out these functions on a continuing basis, 

Requests the Chair of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee to report on further developments on this matter to the Committee at its sixth session.

[C. Resolution on liability and redress concerning the use and intentional introduction 

into the environment of persistent organic pollutants

The Conference,

Conscious of the risk posed by persistent organic pollutants to human health and the environment,

Acknowledging that persistent organic pollutants are transported across international boundaries and deposited far from their place of release through air water and migratory species,

Recognizing that the time is appropriate for further discussions on the need for the elaboration of international rules in the field of liability and redress resulting from the production use and intentional release into the environment of persistent organic pollutants,

Welcoming the willingness of Austria to host a workshop on liability and redress,

1.
Invites Governments and relevant international organizations to provide the secretariat with information on national, regional and international measures and agreements on liability and redress, especially on persistent organic pollutants;

2.
Requests the secretariat in cooperation with one or more States to organize a workshop on liability and redress in the context of the Convention on persistent organic pollutants and related matters, no later than 2002;

3.
Decides to consider at its first Conference of the Parties the report of the workshop with a view to deciding what further action should be taken.]

D.   Tribute to the Government of the Kingdom of Sweden

The Conference,

Having met in Stockholm on 22 and 23 May 2001 at the gracious invitation of the Government of the Kingdom of Sweden,

Convinced that the efforts made by the Government of the Kingdom of Sweden and by the authorities of the city of Stockholm in providing facilities, premises and other resources contributed significantly to the smooth conduct of the proceedings,

Deeply appreciative of the courtesy and hospitality extended by the Government of the Kingdom of Sweden and the city of Stockholm to the members of the delegations, observers and the secretariat of the United Nations Environment Programme attending the Conference,


Expresses its sincere gratitude to the Government of the Kingdom of Sweden, to the authorities of the city of Stockholm and, through them, to the people of Sweden, for the cordial welcome which they accorded to the Conference and to those associated with its work and for their contribution to the success of the Conference.

-----
�/ 	To enable it to develop paragraphs 3, 4 and 5, the legal drafting group requires policy guidance on what interim procedure, if any, is envisaged. Delegations will need to give consideration to the details of the mechanisms that may be applied with respect to the operation of an interim procedure.  The issues may include:





- the procedures for the operation of an interim subsidiary body; 


- the possible interim listing of any additional chemicals; 


- the appropriate body to administer any interim listing process;


- the intended legal effect, if any, of any such interim listings; and 


- the relationship between any interim listings and subsequent action by the Conference of the Parties 


  relating to the amendment of the Convention’s annexes.





�/	 Text agreed to by the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee at its fifth session of the INC to be inserted in the resolution on interim arrangements.





�/	 The legal drafting group will need to revisit this paragraph when article B has been finalized.
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