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(a) Reports and other monitoring information provided pursuant to paragraph 2; 
 

(b) National reports submitted pursuant to Article 15; and 
 

(c) Non-compliance information provided pursuant to the procedures established under Article 17. 
 

Article 17 
 

Non-compliance 
 

 The Conference of the Parties shall, as soon as practicable, develop and approve procedures and 
institutional mechanisms for determining non-compliance with the provisions of this Convention and for the 
treatment of Parties found to be in non-compliance. 
 

Article 18 
 

Settlement of disputes 
 
1. Parties shall settle any dispute between them concerning the interpretation or application of this 
Convention through negotiation or other peaceful means of their own choice. 
 
2. When ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to the Convention, or at any time thereafter, a Party 
that is not a regional economic integration organization may declare in a written instrument submitted to the 
depositary that, with respect to any dispute concerning the interpretation or application of the Convention, it 
recognizes one or both of the following means of dispute settlement as compulsory in relation to any Party 
accepting the same obligation:  
 

(a) Arbitration in accordance with procedures to be adopted by the Conference of the Parties in an 
annex as soon as practicable;  
 

(b) Submission of the dispute to the International Court of Justice. 
 
3. A Party that is a regional economic integration organization may make a declaration with like effect in 
relation to arbitration in accordance with the procedure referred to in paragraph 2 (a). 
 
4. A declaration made pursuant to paragraph 2 or paragraph 3 shall remain in force until it expires in 
accordance with its terms or until three months after written notice of its revocation has been deposited with 
the depositary. 
 
5. The expiry of a declaration, a notice of revocation or a new declaration shall not in any way affect 
proceedings pending before an arbitral tribunal or the International Court of Justice unless the parties to the 
dispute otherwise agree. 
 
6. If the parties to a dispute have not accepted the same or any procedure pursuant to paragraph 2, and if 
they have not been able to settle their dispute within twelve months following notification by one party to 
another that a dispute exists between them, the dispute shall be submitted to a conciliation commission at the 
request of any party to the dispute.  The conciliation commission shall render a report with 
recommendations.  Additional procedures relating to the conciliation commission shall be included in an 
annex to be adopted by the Conference of the Parties no later than at its second meeting. 
 

Article 19 
 

Conference of the Parties 
 
1. A Conference of the Parties is hereby established. 
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2. The first meeting of the Conference of the Parties shall be convened by the Executive Director of the 
United Nations Environment Programme no later than one year after the entry into force of this Convention.  
Thereafter, ordinary meetings of the Conference of the Parties shall be held at regular intervals to be decided 
by the Conference. 
 
3. Extraordinary meetings of the Conference of the Parties shall be held at such other times as may be 
deemed necessary by the Conference, or at the written request of any Party provided that it is supported by at 
least one third of the Parties. 
 
4. The Conference of the Parties shall by consensus agree upon and adopt at its first meeting rules of 
procedure and financial rules for itself and any subsidiary bodies, as well as financial provisions governing 
the functioning of the Secretariat. 
 
5. The Conference of the Parties shall keep under continuous review and evaluation the implementation 
of this Convention.  It shall perform the functions assigned to it by the Convention and, to this end, shall: 
 

(a) Establish, further to the requirements of paragraph 6, such subsidiary bodies as it considers 
necessary for the implementation of the Convention; 
 
 (b) Cooperate, where appropriate, with competent international organizations and 
intergovernmental and non-governmental bodies; and 
  
 (c) Regularly review all information made available to the Parties pursuant to Article 15, including 
consideration of the effectiveness of  paragraph 2 (b) (iii) of Article 3; 
 
 (d) Consider and undertake any additional action that may be required for the achievement of the 
objectives of the Convention. 

 
6. The Conference of the Parties shall, at its first meeting, establish a subsidiary body to be called the 
Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee for the purposes of performing the functions assigned to 
that Committee by this Convention. In this regard:  
 

(a) The members of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee shall be appointed by the 
Conference of the Parties.  Membership of the Committee shall consist of government-designated experts in 
chemical assessment or management.  The members of the Committee shall be appointed on the basis of 
equitable geographical distribution; 
 
 (b) The Conference of the Parties shall decide on the terms of reference, organization and operation 
of the Committee; and 
  

(c) The Committee shall make every effort to adopt its recommendations by consensus.  If all 
efforts at consensus have been exhausted, and no consensus reached, such recommendation shall as a last 
resort be adopted by a two-thirds majority vote of the members present and voting. 
 
7. The Conference of the Parties shall, at its third meeting, evaluate the continued need for the procedure 
contained in paragraph 2 (b) of Article 3, including consideration of its effectiveness. 
 
8. The United Nations, its specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency, as well as 
any State not Party to this Convention, may be represented at meetings of the Conference of the Parties as 
observers.  Any body or agency, whether national or international, governmental or non-governmental, 
qualified in matters covered by the Convention, and which has informed the Secretariat of its wish to be 
represented at a meeting of the Conference of the Parties as an observer may be admitted unless at least one 
third of the Parties present object.  The admission and participation of observers shall be subject to the rules 
of procedure adopted by the Conference of the Parties. 
 

Article 20 


