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9 February 2007

Secretariat of the Stockholm Convention

Att: POPs Review Committee

United Nations Environment Programme

11-13 chemin des Anemones

CH-1219, Chatelaine, Geneva, Switzerland

Fax: (+41 22) 797 34 60

E-mail: ssc@pops.int 
Via E-Mail

On behalf of the World Chlorine Council (WCC) we appreciate the opportunity to provide information relevant to the evaluation of candidate chemicals under the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs).  This submission includes information to be considered in the evaluation for hexabromobiphenyl (HBB).

In the invitation to submit additional information for the POPRC working groups to consider in preparing for POPRC-3 there was a request for additional information for hexabromobiphenyl to improve the current Annex E risk profile.  A specific request was made to provide any additional information on the ecotoxicity of HBB under relevant conditions and on critical body burdens.
The attached papers address these issues. Together with cross-reading from PCBs by experts, as was already suggested in the current risk profile, we think these papers could allow a sufficiently reliable worst-case estimate of the critical body burden (CBB) for HBB for predators. 

Subsequently, this CBB can then be compared with available monitoring data in biota from remote places to give a good indication of whether HBB is likely, as a result of long-range environmental transport, to lead to significant adverse human health and environmental effects, such that global action is warranted.
We trust that this information, which was not considered in the current Annex E, is helpful to improve the quality of the risk profile and as such will help the risk management phase.
If you have any questions or would like any additional information regarding these comments, please contact Dolf Van Wijk at dvw@cefic.be.









