Japan’s Comments on the Draft Risk Profile for

Short-chained chlorinated paraffins

1. (p13, the last paragraph of 2.4.6)

Based on the referenced original document (UNECE-LRTAP POPs Protocol, 2007), the sentence hereunder should be added at the end of the paragraph.

... neoplastic effects (tumor formation). However, whether this is the case or not has not been assessed. The only direct measurements of humans in the Arctic are 3 samples of breast milk from the early 1990s analysed by Tomy (1997), which showed concentrations at the low end of the range reported more recently in human milk from the UK (Thomas et al. 2006) (UNECE-LRTAP POPs Protocol, 2007).
2. (p16, the sixth paragraph)

Based on the referenced original document related with p14 third paragraph (CSTEE 1998), the sentence hereunder should be added after the paragraph. 

… which this classification was derived.

The Science Committee on Toxicity, Ecotoxicity and the Environment suggests that the finding of lung tumours in male mice may be of importance for humans, but this information would not alter the conclusion of its risk characterisation that the use of short-chain chlorinated paraffins poses no significant risk for consumers or for man exposed via the environment (CSTEE, 1998).
3. (p17, the third paragraph of 4 Concluding Statement)
The last sentence “SCCPs are measured in human breast milk both in temperate and Arctic populations” should be reconsidered because of uncertainty as to whether this is the case or not for the measured SCCPs in Arctic humans (see comment 1 above).
4. (p17, the last paragraph)
The statement “SCCPs are likely, as a result of their long-range environmental transport, to lead to significant adverse environmental effects” is not an appropriate conclusion based on the definition in Japanese national law, which focuses on adverse effects on inhabitation and/or growth of animals at the top of the food chain. POPRC should consider carefully whether SCCPs are likely to lead to significant adverse environmental effects or not, with their limited ecotoxicity for aquatic invertebrates.
Furthermore, since SCCP concentration in water in remote areas is low, as stated in the third paragraph, SCCP exposure to aquatic invertebrates, where SCCPs show their toxic effects, is considerably limited. Even though SCCPs may be potentially bioaccumulative in Arctic marine mammals, such high concentrations of SCCPs accumulated inside marine mammals’ bodies are not exposed to aquatic invertebrates.

