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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
 BACKGROUND 
The addition of new Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) to the Stockholm Convention in 2009 brought a number of new challenges to Parties in their efforts to reduce or eliminate releases from intentional production and use from POPs. Among these issues is the identification and sound management of industrial POPs that have been integrated into articles and products throughout their life-cycle. For this, synergy activities between the Stockholm Convention and the Basel Convention on the transboundary movement of hazardous wastes are increasingly relevant, in particular the need for the prevention for specific waste streams of concerns, as stressed by the 2011 Cartagena Declaration on the Prevention, Minimization and Recovery of Hazardous Wastes and Other Wastes.
Several Parties from developing countries and countries with economies in transition have expressed the need for technical support to implement the requirements on new industrial POPs. One of the main challenges faced is the lack of information on the use and presence of new POPs in supply chains and production processes, as well as in recycling and waste stream. 
In addition, with a view to assisting parties in addressing these issues and to phasing-out the use and production of POPs for certain purposes identified as specific exemptions or acceptable purposes, activities to contribute to the sharing of information and knowledge on POPs-free products, articles, and alternatives and substitutes are needed. 
OBJECTIVES 
The direct aim of the project is to undertake a study on the presence of new POPs in products and in articles in a developing country or country with economies in transition with high industrial activity. The research would be undertaken through a Stockholm Convention Regional Centers and focus on identifying problems faced by countries and industries in detecting POPs in articles, their sound management and opportunities for the phase-out by substitution or use of alternatives. The identification of technical cross-cutting issues leading to the prevention and minimization of hazardous wastes generation would also be sought.
The research project will target the use of BDEs and PFOS in applications in a country to be selected among those with high industrialization. Among possible target countries are those with the largest exporting industries in Asia, Latin America or Central and Eastern Europe.
Training and capacity building activities will be undertaken. 
OUTCOMES
· Data and information on the presence and use of new POPs in products and articles in a country or region within a region gathered
· Information and knowledge on lifecycle of products, including supply chains and wastes increased
· National industries awared of their responsibilities in product risk management and encouraged to provide information on production processes and wastes
· The research to be used as a case study for a workshop on POPs in articles and alternatives and substitutes 
ACTIVITIES 
The following activities will be undertaken in close collaboration with the Stockholm Convention Secretariat and an international expert advice on these matters.

· Undertake research on the presence of BDEs and PFOS in products and articles and production processes, including if necessary laboratory analysis. 

· Identify and assess production processes and test for potential presence of new POPs in products and articles, supply chains and in wastes. 
· Conduct analysis of production processes and organize trainings. In cases that BDEs and/or PFOS are still in use, best practices in the sound management and phase out would be identified. 
· Review institutional aspects. The research would also review the difficulties of Governments and local authorities to gather data on POPs in articles and take regular and enforcement measures.

· Undertake capacity-building activities including training workshops to ensure that main government officials and industry associations are aware of POPs-related contamination, of alternatives and substitutes and wastes minimization and prevention.  Relevant obligations and technical recommendations and guidance under the Stockholm and Basel Conventions will be also presented. 
WORKPLAN
Project start date: 


December 2012
Undertaking of research:  

January - May 2013
Awareness-raising and training: 

June - August 2013
BUDGET 
Budget: 
USD 50,000 to be provided by the Secretariat of the Stockholm Convention through a small scale framework agreement
	#
	Project component
	Project budget (USD)

	1
	Research on the presence of BDEs and PFOS in products and articles and production processes
	25,000

	2
	Product/article testing and data gathering: 

Laboratory analysis costs for POPs-content 
	10,000

	3
	Training workshops: 

Organization of 2 local workshops, including participants’ travel, venue and equipment rental.  
	15,000

	
	Total
	50,000


Page 1 of 2

