PAGE  
2 (2)


	[image: image1.jpg]Kemikalieinspektionen
Swedish Chemicals Agency





	6 July 2007

	


Swedish comments on the draft risk profile for beta-HCH
Section 1.1.1

Table 1. In order to facilitate comparison between substances SI-units are preferred for the physicochemical properties.

Section 2.1.4 §1

For improved readability, consider writing 850 000 tons and 230 000 tons instead of 850 thousand tons and 230 thousand tons, respectively.

Section 2.2.1

2.2.1.1 Biotic degradation should be 2.2.1.2 Biotic degradation.

Section 2.2.3

Updated comment: The whole section is now well balanced. One remaining comment: It is mentioned that Monte Carlo uncertainty analysis applying uncertainties in chemical properties was used. Would it be possible to briefly present the results of this analysis in this section?

Section 2.3.4 Body burden

Suggestion: given the potential for significant exposure for agricultural workers during application of HCHs a section of occupational exposure could be warranted.

Section 3 §3

The discussion of results of the study by Singh et al. have been expanded in section 2.2.1.1, however, the precautions needed in the interpretation is lost in the synthesis of the results. Please include a sentence stating that these data does not represent the degradation loss process only, and should therefore be considered as minimum estimates of DT50-values.

Section 3 §3

Avoid using words with subjective values. The phrase “low levels” does not mean anything unless levels are being compared. Suggestion is to delete the first sentence and focus on the parameters BCF and FWMF.
Section 4 §4

“These waste isomers have been a worldwide problem for years.” This can be misunderstood. The phrase used for alpha-HCH is preferred: “These waste isomers are still  a worldwide problem and contribute to the releases into the environment.”
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