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Swedish comments on the draft risk profile for PeCB

We appreciate the comprehensive risk profile. We have only two comments.

To further enhance the readability, concluding statements such as those summing up sections 2.2.1, 2.2.2 and 2.2.3 could be added to the sections under 2.4.1. A concluding statement is also found in section 2.4.2., however, with the current layout it is somewhat difficult to see which sections it refers to.

The section comparison of exposure and effect data is a comprehensively written section and contains some additional information on critical whole body residues of PeCB. However, it is evident that the section is an implicit discussion of risk ratios. Our opinion is that the discussion in the current version of this section is beyond the scope of the risk profile. 

The use of risk ratios has been rejected by POPRC. Further, the use of risk ratios requires the use of assessment factors (due to the fact that not every species is covered by the toxicity testing etc.) and any discussion on what a reasonable assessment factor would be, based on the available dataset, is currently lacking. Such a discussion is particularly important in light of the new findings by Schuler et al. (2007).

Preferably, the section should be significantly reduced and the difficulties in using risk ratios for POP-like substances should be discussed. The following statements should also be removed since it is misleading: “We may conclude that in most cases environmental concentrations do not reach the estimated effect concentrations.”

Finally, the following statement propagated to 4 Concluding Statement should be removed.: ”Present concentrations in remote areas are well below estimated critical body burdens.”
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